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Many men and women have tried to leave a lasting impact on commerce, society and
our next generation. Mustafa Koç, through his successes in business, cultural
advancement, and education, set the standards by which scores of future leaders will
judge their own efforts.

I have had the pleasure of knowing and working with leaders in business and politics
around the world during my time in government, the private sector and in education.
Mustafa stood in a league of his own for his intellectual appetite and business savvy, but
more importantly for his humanity.

Few business leaders understand the need to imbue a company’s profit with purpose as
well as Mustafa did. As our world continues to become more interconnected, such a
vision will be essential for success and he realized that before many others.

Koç Holding A.S. is one of the largest companies in Turkey and the partner through
which many international corporations introduce themselves and interact with the
Turkish market. In that way, Mustafa knew that any contract was more than a business
deal; it was an opportunity to present the character and work ethic of the Turkish
people to the rest of the world. If you were to create such an emissary from scratch, it
would be difficult to make a cultural ambassador as skilled as Mustafa.    

We spoke in December 2015 about a study abroad course George Washington University
(GW), his alma mater, offered several years ago. Mustafa cut short a vacation to fly back
to Turkey to speak with our students about engaging business and society in the region
during a visit to the Rahmi M. Koç Museum. That a man of his wealth and power would
cut short what was surely limited leisure time to share his expertise, but more
importantly his love of his homeland, resonated deeply with us all. It was an experience
that I will never forget.

During a GW alumni reception with university President Steven Knapp in Istanbul in
2014 I was struck by the time he spent engaging in his inimitable way with the
attendees.  Dr. Knapp noted, “There is no doubt that the large turn­out was a tribute to
his prominence in the community.  The admiration of his fellow alumni was palpable,
and he spoke with warmth and enthusiasm about his love of GW.  With his passing, the
university has lost a great friend as well as a very distinguished alumnus.”

Mustafa and the Koç family have an unceasing hunger for education. The fact that Koç
University has become an educational powerhouse in Turkey is not an accident, not just
luck. It is a testament to his understanding that scholarship is the key to success in our
interconnected world. I have had the privilege of teaching there the last four years and
am always inspired by the school’s mission and its commitment to the Turkish youth.

Throughout my travels around the world I always make it a point to talk to taxi drivers.
You can learn a lot about a society from the people that ferry its people across town. In
Turkey, I always ask, “What do you think of Mustafa Koç and the Koç family?” Every
single one has said they are a family of the utmost respect and committed to doing
what is best for Turkey. In an era of division between the person on the street and
elites, to maintain that reputation is a reflection of a life well lived.

*Hon. Mark R. Kennedy (@HonMarkKennedy) leads George Washington University’s
Graduate School of Political Management and is chairman of the Economic Club of
Minnesota. A member of the Council on Foreign Relations, he previously served three
terms in the U.S. House of Representatives.

January/25/2016

PHOTO GALLERY

Daily News ­ Follow us on

PREVIOUS ARTICLES

Azerbaijan is knocking on Europe’s
doors, and does so strongly

From local actions to a comprehensive
strategy

Subsidizing lignite plants would create
risks for the Turkish economy

We must learn from young Batoul

Managing migration (and displacement)
is in the DNA of cities

Low oil prices and the future of OPEC

Bringing migration to global health
diplomacy

Widening the STI net for
implementation of the sustainable
development agenda

Turkey’s free trade opportunity

MOST POPULAR

Erdoğan disappointed by Obama, Putin

ISIL puts beer bottles in front of cell houses
to avoid police raids in Turkey’s southeast

Professor stirs outrage after calling non­
praying citizens ‘animals’ on Turkish state TV

Ethnic civil war could break out in Turkey as
divisions grow, says Demirtaş

Eiffel Tower lit in colors of Turkish flag

Turkish military surveillance jet to fly over
Russia

Columbia University to launch Turkey
Studies Center in NY

Venice Commission calls curfews in Turkey
‘unconstitutional’

Could Turkey get closer to Armenia just to
anger Russia?

Turkey absorbs almost half of global private
infrastructure investment in 2015: World
Bank

279,00 €

Condizionatori
portatili argo
clima...

Solo On­Line: Promozioni da
Urlo! Fai un Affare, Acquista
On­Line Ora

euronics.it

HOME TURKEY ECONOMY WORLD SPORTS LIFE ARTS/CULTURE OPINION VIDEO PHOTO

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/
javascript:;
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/Default.aspx?pageID=278
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/Default.aspx?pageID=281
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/
javascript:window.print();
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/Default.aspx?pageID=295
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hurriyetdailynews.com%2Fthe-world-needs-more-people-like-mustafa-koc.aspx%3FpageID%3D449%26nID%3D94275%26NewsCatID%3D396&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=The%20world%20needs%20more%20people%20like%20Mustafa%20Ko%C3%A7%20-%20CONTRIBUTOR&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hurriyetdailynews.com%2FDefault.aspx%3FpageID%3D449%26nID%3D94275%26NewsCatID%3D396&via=HDNER
http://www.facebook.com/hurriyetdailynews
http://twitter.com/HDNER
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/rss.aspx
https://plus.google.com/u/0/117313202675482336637/about
http://www.linkedin.com/company/hurriyet-daily-news
http://tr.pinterest.com/hurdailynews/
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/azerbaijan-is-knocking-on-europes-doors-and-does-so-strongly.aspx?pageID=449&nID=100403&NewsCatID=396
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/from-local-actions-to-a-comprehensive-strategy.aspx?pageID=449&nID=100119&NewsCatID=396
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/subsidizing-lignite-plants-would-create-risks-for-the-turkish-economy-.aspx?pageID=449&nID=99567&NewsCatID=396
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/we-must-learn-from-young-batoul.aspx?pageID=449&nID=99512&NewsCatID=396
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/managing-migration-and-displacement-is-in-the-dna-of-cities-.aspx?pageID=449&nID=99511&NewsCatID=396
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/low-oil-prices-and-the-future-of-opec.aspx?pageID=449&nID=99474&NewsCatID=396
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/bringing-migration-to-global-health-diplomacy-.aspx?pageID=449&nID=99259&NewsCatID=396
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/widening-the-sti-net-for-implementation-of-the-sustainable-development-agenda.aspx?pageID=449&nID=99211&NewsCatID=396
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkeys-free-trade-opportunity.aspx?pageID=449&nID=99212&NewsCatID=396
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/erdogan-disappointed-by-obama-putin-.aspx?PageID=238&NID=100391&NewsCatID=510
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/isil-puts-beer-bottles-in-front-of-cell-houses-to-avoid-police-raids-in-turkeys-southeast.aspx?PageID=238&NID=100393&NewsCatID=509
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/professor-stirs-outrage-after-calling-non-praying-citizens-animals-on-turkish-state-tv.aspx?PageID=238&NID=100430&NewsCatID=393
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/ethnic-civil-war-could-break-out-in-turkey-as-divisions-grow-says-demirtas.aspx?PageID=238&NID=100439&NewsCatID=338
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/eiffel-tower-lit-in-colors-of-turkish-flag-.aspx?PageID=238&NID=100411&NewsCatID=361
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkish-military-surveillance-jet-to-fly-over-russia.aspx?PageID=238&NID=100441&NewsCatID=510
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/columbia-university-to-launch-turkey-studies-center-in-ny.aspx?PageID=238&NID=100440&NewsCatID=341
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/venice-commission-calls-curfews-in-turkey-unconstitutional.aspx?PageID=238&NID=100433&NewsCatID=351
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/could-turkey-get-closer-to-armenia-just-to-anger-russia.aspx?PageID=238&NID=100444&NewsCatID=412
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-absorbs-almost-half-of-global-private-infrastructure-investment-in-2015-world-bank.aspx?PageID=238&NID=100463&NewsCatID=344
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CXPkBhelfV6yZLcXYWq2ZiNgN1dnd_USHity80wPf_N6X7gEQASDLk9MjYP2KooTUEqABpfCt_gPIAQKpAn3-OPgC7rI-4AIAqAMByAOZBKoE_AFP0CgCZ6T8aAfsPRlDn7tDYL7aHXlRrXDBShft4Ae9Luc9NK2Ku7NG3bZTJ73KyNz8Vl8r_j6aEyizjoJp6qfFxJxSCw60mzCdhepyPyjUlhdKIcbgO7CloSxSZ0TZFACwiwJiBX0yRkpi3LXTJ5aLiwIwACWJjtSxS9c_R7dZoEp35HcYy3Ul35E66RTB-l3lmx2GT6ucK-aefCzEQwadmMGe4YXmravIu55J6OWMIc2qIWH8PU_tiLjs0FY7qqbvGCbz_nw3XGB0O1gI9IF4PMRD7J0GdFmkFP7pzilt8veJr8TcP7cXpFkdLGOhGGE196kAiXG79eTC-AngBAGIBgGgBgKAB8OP0gGoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRo6QXi9wr7k9QQYdIzBGSIzg&sig=AOD64_16ahPQXfS6ZmRbtZqT5N2kmgrvLQ&client=ca-pub-1654127010448514&adurl=http://www.moby.it/landing/offerta-traghetto-sardegna-2016.html
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CoWn-helfV6meLY_NWsW4gbgDhojenETHoJbzyQPXtc6ingIQASDLk9MjYP2KooTUEqABwbLY_APIAQapAg0E1UPT2bI-4AIAqAMBqgT_AU_QoCYJa1dxYZIsqxqFeWqPBaaIguvpTPJ4niLMzmMJLG-zCuTaNCY7v-vKX9PZksufKabbSuelL8DH80XJPsCvGZ-bTArZmcuWoiDPtuY4IwP7awh3Gh6CxMV76YTQ4oo46SeKd6eImk_0c8QHGs0UYsjh2sud1cZbIrHeh31MJBo-jPu4QMecYLsToM4_0qeWQYyaKlE5TKalUeeewTum_Qnry3Jy8BjpRYwJlivcU9j2UV-XdFuJQpA3iVgy8F3NKkpLYYi03qK2DZ6Lgoj2p3SH5P6XWjpcFwZPYNTXjcFkK2yXCWL9xOMC2obW3njCQolOgOnBmj5e9Q4Qg-AEAfoFBgglEAEYAIgGAaAGN4AHp82nA6gHpr4b2AcB2BML&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoUnOvO4D58mG8p6OBXSko9g&sig=AOD64_1DXeAEA193ZAyH-KYMQlxhk_laNg&adurl=http://track.adform.net/C/%3Fbn%3D12467754%3Bkw%3D%3Bcpdir%3Dhttp://www.euronics.it/acquistaonline/clima-e-grandi-elettrodomestici/climatizzazione/condizionatori-portatili/argo-clima/relax/%3Fpid%3DeProd152007880&client=ca-pub-1654127010448514
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CoWn-helfV6meLY_NWsW4gbgDhojenETHoJbzyQPXtc6ingIQASDLk9MjYP2KooTUEqABwbLY_APIAQapAg0E1UPT2bI-4AIAqAMBqgT_AU_QoCYJa1dxYZIsqxqFeWqPBaaIguvpTPJ4niLMzmMJLG-zCuTaNCY7v-vKX9PZksufKabbSuelL8DH80XJPsCvGZ-bTArZmcuWoiDPtuY4IwP7awh3Gh6CxMV76YTQ4oo46SeKd6eImk_0c8QHGs0UYsjh2sud1cZbIrHeh31MJBo-jPu4QMecYLsToM4_0qeWQYyaKlE5TKalUeeewTum_Qnry3Jy8BjpRYwJlivcU9j2UV-XdFuJQpA3iVgy8F3NKkpLYYi03qK2DZ6Lgoj2p3SH5P6XWjpcFwZPYNTXjcFkK2yXCWL9xOMC2obW3njCQolOgOnBmj5e9Q4Qg-AEAfoFBgglEAEYAIgGAaAGN4AHp82nA6gHpr4b2AcB2BML&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoUnOvO4D58mG8p6OBXSko9g&sig=AOD64_1DXeAEA193ZAyH-KYMQlxhk_laNg&adurl=http://track.adform.net/C/%3Fbn%3D12467754%3Bkw%3D%3Bcpdir%3Dhttp://www.euronics.it/acquistaonline/clima-e-grandi-elettrodomestici/climatizzazione/condizionatori-portatili/argo-clima/relax/%3Fpid%3DeProd152007880&client=ca-pub-1654127010448514
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey.aspx?pageID=603
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/economy.aspx?pageID=606
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/world.aspx?pageID=607
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/sports.aspx?pageID=608
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/life.aspx?pageID=609
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/artculture.aspx?pageID=611
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/opinion.aspx?pageID=427
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/video.aspx?pageID=428
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/photo.aspx?pageID=429
http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/
http://www.radikal.com.tr/


14/6/2016 The world needs more people like Mustafa Koç ­ CONTRIBUTOR

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/the­world­needs­more­people­like­mustafa­koc.aspx?pageID=449&nID=94275&NewsCatID=396 2/2

0Like Tweet 0 Share on FacebookTURKEY
Politics
Ankara Whispers
Rights
Green
Local

ECONOMY
Macro
Business
Finance
Labor
Energy
Tourism

WORLD
Europe
Mideast
Eurasia
Balkans
Caucasus
Asia
Africa
America
International

SPORTS
Football
Basketball
Volleyball
Tennis
Golf
Motorsports
Others

LIFE
Health
Science
Technology
Religion
Fashion
Eatery
Animals
Travel

ARTS/CULTURE
Cinema
Music
Stage
Arts
Books
Open Buffet

OPINION
VIDEO
PHOTO
BLOG

 

About the Newsroom
Letters to the Editor
Advertise in Daily News
Work With Us
Privacy Policy

 

 

In Photos: US defense chief visits İncirlik base
as part of tour to boost regional support against

Turkey, international allies stage Efes­2016
military exercises in west Anatolia

Airbus sunk for divers in Turkey's touristic
Kuşadası

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/PrintNews.aspx?PageID=383&NID=94275
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/Default.aspx?pageID=295
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hurriyetdailynews.com%2Fthe-world-needs-more-people-like-mustafa-koc.aspx%3FpageID%3D449%26nID%3D94275%26NewsCatID%3D396&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=The%20world%20needs%20more%20people%20like%20Mustafa%20Ko%C3%A7%20-%20CONTRIBUTOR&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hurriyetdailynews.com%2FDefault.aspx%3FpageID%3D449%26nID%3D94275%26NewsCatID%3D396&via=HDNER
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/politics.aspx?pageID=384
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/ankara-wishpers.aspx?pageID=385
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/rights.aspx?pageID=387
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/green.aspx?pageID=389
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/local.aspx?pageID=390
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/macro.aspx?pageID=392
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/business.aspx?pageID=393
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/finance.aspx?pageID=437
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/labor.aspx?pageID=394
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/energy.aspx?pageID=395
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/tourism.aspx?pageID=396
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/europe.aspx?pageID=397
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/mideast.aspx?pageID=398
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/eurasia.aspx?pageID=399
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/balkans.aspx?pageID=400
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/caucasus.aspx?pageID=401
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/asia.aspx?pageID=402
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/africa.aspx?pageID=412
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/americas.aspx?pageID=404
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/international.aspx?pageID=405
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/football.aspx?pageID=407
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/basketball.aspx?pageID=408
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/volleyball.aspx?pageID=409
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/tennis.aspx?pageID=410
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/golf.aspx?pageID=411
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/motorsports.aspx?pageID=413
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/others.aspx?pageID=414
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/health.aspx?pageID=415
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/technology.aspx?pageID=417
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/religion.aspx?pageID=445
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/fashion.aspx?pageID=418
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/eatery.aspx?pageID=419
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/animals.aspx?pageID=420
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/travel.aspx?pageID=421
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/cinema.aspx?pageID=422
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/music.aspx?pageID=423
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/stage.aspx?pageID=424
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/arts.aspx?pageID=403
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/books.aspx?pageID=426
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/open-buffet.aspx?pageID=444
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/opinion.aspx?pageID=427
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/video.aspx?pageID=428
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/photo.aspx?pageID=429
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/blog.aspx?pageID=499
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/about-the-newsroom.aspx?pageID=454
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/letters-to-editor.aspx?pageID=456
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/advertise-in-daily-news.aspx?pageID=455
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/Default.aspx?pageID=486
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/privacy-policy.aspx?pageID=569
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/Default.aspx?pageID=429&GalleryID=2750
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/Default.aspx?pageID=429&GalleryID=2751

