	Conclusion for a Euro-Mediterranean Partnership on energy adopted at the Trieste Conference
7-9 JUNE 1996 

	· The President of the Council of the European Union, Mr. Pierluigi Bersani, Italian Minister for Industry. 

· The European Commission, represented by Christos Papoutsis, Commissioner, 

· Algeria, represented by Ammar Makhloufi, Minister of Trade and Industry 

· Austria, represented by Anna Klomser, Consul in Trieste 

· Belgium, represented by François Possemiers, General Manager of Energy Administration, Ministry of Economy 

· Cyprus, represented by Olympia Stylianou, Director of Trade and Industry 

· Denmark, represented by Knud Pedersen, Director, Ministry of Environment and Energy 

· Egypt, represented by Hamdi El Banbi, Minister of Petroleum 

· and by Ibrahim Yassim Mahmoud, Managing Director, Egyptian Electricity Authority 

· Spain, represented by Maria Luisa Huidobro, General Manager of Energy, Ministry of Industry 

· Finland, represented by Matti Hakkanen, Ambassador in Italy 

· France, represented by François Fillon, Minister of Telecommunications and Posts 

· Germany, represented by Ulf Boege, Energy Policies Director, Ministry of Economy 

· Greece, represented by Eleftherios Tzellas, General Secretary, Ministry of Development 

· Ireland, represented by John Loughrey, General Secretary, Ministry of Energy 

· Italy, represented by Ettore Rossoni, General Manager for Energy, Ministry of Industry 

· Jordan, represented by Hashem Dabbas, Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources 

· Lebanon, represented by Elie Hobeika, Minister of Electricity and Hydraulic Resources 

· Luxembourg, represented by Carlo Bartocci, Administrative Councellor, Ministry of Energy 

· Malta, represented by Francis Zammit Dimech, Minister of Environment 

· Morocco, represented by Abdellatif Guerraoui, Minister of Energy and Mines 

· The Netherlands, represented by Ronald Van Beuge, Ambassador in Italy 

· Portugal, represented by Josè Penedos, Secretary for Energy and Industry 

· The United Kingdom, represented by Charles Henderson, Director-General for Energy 

· Syria, represented by Sofian Allao, Vice Minister, Ministry of Electricity 

· Sweden, represented by Lars Olof Lindgren, Deputy Permanent Representative to the European Union 

· Tunisia, represented by Slaheddine Bouguerra, Minister of Trade and Industry 

· Turkey, represented by Afif Demirkiran, Chairman and General Manager, Turkish Electricity 

· The Palestinian Authority, represented by Abdel Rahman Hamed, Minister and Chairman of Palestinian Energy Authority 

present at the Trieste Euro-Mediterranean Conference,

Israel, represented by ......................

- reaffirming the principles expressed at the Barcelona Conference on

27-28 November 1995;

- recalling the importance of the energy dimension in the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation and the crucial role energy plays in the achievement of the objectives of the Euro-Mediterranean partnership;

- noting the necessity to give a stronger impulse to the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation in the energy sector and to define the guidelines of the partnership in this sector in accordance with the principles and with the mechanisms established in Barcelona and with MEDA;

- recalling the activities undertaken in this field in the various multilateral meetings (especially Tunis in March 1995, Athens in July 1995, Cairo in September 1995 and Madrid in November 1995);

- taking note of the Communication of the European Commission on "The Euro-Mediterranean partnership in the field of energy" in April 1996;

- taking note of the conclusions of the Council of Ministers of the European Union responsible for energy on 7 May 1996;

- taking note of the considerations developed by the industry during the first day of the Euro-Mediterranean Conference;

- on the basis of the exchange of views between the industry and the administrations, considered that cooperation in the energy sector, in accordance with the principles and mechanisms set up in Barcelona, should, while taking into account the combatting of the greenhouse effect and climate change, aim at:

* creating appropriate conditions for investments in the energy sector;

* increasing trade in energy products.

In order to achieve these aims, cooperation should cover:

* energy policy, with a special attention to the need for a consistent approach between all the EU and Mediterranean partners, which could be aided by a permanent dialogue and exchange of views at regional level, and by the development of energy analysis tools;

* infrastructure and networks, in particular to develop and link up the energy networks in the various regions around the Mediterranean;

* industrial cooperation and Research and Technological Development, to promote, in particular, Research and Technological Development and investments through partnership;

* the improvement of energy efficiency and the development of sustainable energy sources, in particular renewable sources in rural areas;

Following the fruitful debate between all the participants to the Trieste Conference, and in order to reinforce and enhance the Euro-Mediterranean partnership in the energy sector, agree that:

* the Energy Charter Treaty could be considered as a reference instrument which would be able to promote investments and trade and create the conditions for efficient and transparent relations in the partnership. For the countries who have not yet signed this instrument, the accession to the Treaty may be considered as an appropriate form of participation. The Conference welcomes the European Commission initiative to organise in Autumn 1996 a briefing session on the Energy Charter in order to have all interested countries informed on the Energy Charter itself and the modalities for organising consultation with a view to their participation in the forms most closely corresponding to the needs of each country;

* an effort should be made to harmonize legal and contractual rules applied to the energy sector in the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean countries, taking into account individual characteristics, in particular in the field of hydrocarbons in order to favour investments by foreign companies;

* the development of a Euro-Mediterranean interconnected network in the gas and electricity sectors, including the Trans-European regional and local energy networks, constitutes a significant contribution to economic and social development in this area and strengthens the security of supply for all the partners;

* an effort should be made to identify efficient ways to promote international investments, including methods of providing better cover of investment risks with the participation, where appropriate, of interested companies, to allow the financing of projects aiming at improving the energy situation in countries of Southern and Eastern Mediterranean;

* considering the important interrelations between energy and environment, environmental objectives should be taken into account in the framework of the energy partnership, being compatible with the improvement of the supply security and the networks interconnection;

* an effort should be made in order to improve energy efficiency, to develop renewable energy sources, in particular for thermal use and electricity production and to provide electricity in rural areas;

* the "Euro Mediterranean Energy Forum", which will constitute a flexible framework could ensure the continuity of dialogue amongst all the partners at political as well as expert level and could promote projects for regional interest. 

 

N.B.: The U.K. supports the substance of the conclusions of the conference which it recognises is intergovernmental, but - in view of the present concerns of the U.K. Government as regards the maintenance of the EU ban on the export of beef and beef derivatives from the U.K. - is unable to subscribe the conclusions wherever they commit the EU to future collective action. 



	



