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1 – Introduction


The passed century must be recorded as the most evolutionary and revolutionary in the humankind history. Just to remind the demographic dimension, we have to consider that from the beginning of the man presence in this world occured tenth of thousand (or hundreds of thousand) years for a rapid increase of  the human population. It has been only in the XIX century of the Christian Era that we can estimate the total world population touched the first billion of people. Then in “only” 123 years we reached the second billion. In other words, the population doudled in a little more than a hundred of years and we arrived to the XX Century. In the century that we have just left behind the demographic dimension reached the third, the fourth, the fifth and the sixth billion. So rapid increase and such dimension have never been recorded in the past (and very probably such increase rate will not occure in the future as the U.N. projection says)

Table 1 – World population dimension (number in billions)

Number of people
Calendar year
After…years

1
1804
?

2
1927
123

3
1960
33

4
1974
14

5
1987
13

6
1999
12

7
2013
14

8
2028
15

9
2054
26

10
2183
129


Another extraordinary revolution is due to the time in our life. At the beginning of 1900 a person inside one of European country would have expected to live 440,000 hours; in the next future a person will last 700,000 hours. In about a century the expectation of life will increase in 60%. But while the life is increasing, the time for the job will diminish. And the residual time (gained time) from 25% will reach the percentage of 53, meaning that in our life more than the half is available for ourself to take care of our personal interests like hobbies, family affections, culture and formation activities as well as sport practicing.

Table 2 – Share of the  individual time from the beginning  of 1900 untill the next future

Description
Near 1900
1990
Next future
Increase (%)

Hours of life
440,000
640,000
700,000
+ 59.1

Hours of work
150,000
70,000
40,000
- 73.3

Obliged time (maintenance)
41 %
41%
41%
0

Imposed time (job)
34%
11%
6%
-82.4

Gained time (residual)
25%
48%
53%
+ 112.0

                Source: Eurostat, Michael Loriaux, L’invecchiamento della popolazione, 1994




We can accept that the maintance time (occupied to sleep, to eat, to rest, to have is own personal care) will remain approximately the same through the time and engages the 41% of the total time. The imposed time, devoted to work, will dramatically decrease (-82%) and the gained time will more than double. The mankind (in the more evolute part of the world) is still less employing time to work.

The third extraordinary revolution is linked to territorial mobility. We left the Medium Age period when the populations stayed firmly in their own territory and the wars were the practical occasions to move, and we are entered in an era where mobility is intense, widespread, growing.

We are referring to different kinds of mobility, not only that of the persons. So there is a mobility of the goods, nearby the mobility of ideas and information and that of  monetary capitals. All these types of mobility are interconnected and surely will increase in  the next future. Nowadays the figures related to the mobility are impressive. As Giddens (2000) says, a billion of dollars is a pile of banknotes as high as the S.Peter’s Dome, while 1,000 billion of dollar is a mountain higher than 20 times the Everest Mountain. And yet every day the world monetary markets exhange more than 1,000 billion of dollars.

The internet utilizers are explosively increasing in number and presently many hundreds of million of persons every day interconnect and interact with such system. Giddens values in 40 years the span that has been necessary for 50 millions of Americans to be reached by the radio. The analogous span for the informatisation process of the same 50 millions of  Americans has been of 15 years and only 4 years to navigate on internet.

The U.N. valuates in 150 millions the persons presently living in a country different from that of their birth. Between 2 and 3% of the world population is outside his country of origin. Due to the evolution of the way of life, said number is destined to increase remarkably. Beside the mass migration, formed by persons who move to survive, there are the persons who will shift as part of their career and job (Todisco, 2000).

The causes of the human mobility must be read inside the globalization process and can be approached both at micro and macro level. At the level of single individual or family at the base a better perception of himself, personal targets, life necessities are standing. At macro level push and pull factors acting in the markets (job market, good market, financial market) as well as the availability of transports more frequent, economic, easy to have, act and tend to increase the economic progress, also in the less developped countries. For all these reasons it is useful to examine the mobility as a “system” and not only separately some specific issues like the international migration (Kritz, Zlotnick, 1992). The flow system of the territorial mobility must consider the international movements in connection and nearby the interregional, residential, commuting shiftings and the movements linked to consuming and leisure ( Bassand et al., 1984; Golini, 1987)

The increased and increasing mobility has the advantage to have different societies and cultures in contact. This is one of the positive effect of the globalisation process. But  the differences in economic and social meaning are often registered to improve while we aspect they would have to reduce.

Migrations have basic demographic influences. Not only the change in number of persons both in receiving and sending countries but also modifications in the structure occur. Sex ratio, trend in marriages, total fertility behaviour, mortality rates are the more important demographic issues. But we have to put together other social facts like the influence of the culture in keeping his own behaviour, the integration process having in mind the period (long or short) of stay, the religion influence (Castles, Davidson, 2000). The Challenges for the Governements and politicians are inside these new scenarios, but also the folks must work in the sense of overcoming present and future obstacles in the dialogue between ethnic group.

If we have a look to the today political situation we can consider Europe as one of the main harbour from where and to where big part of the modern migration flows are addressed. The phase of the big outgoing flows from Western Europe to the other parts of the world is ended. The Europe (the Europe of the fifteen and very probably the Countries of the Council of Europe) is a crucial knot in population movements. Said mobility is very differentiated in quantity and in quality. Mass migrants are coming from less developped countries, qualified migrants are shifting from and to more developped countries.

If Europe is an identity, in social, economic and political sense, the baricentre of the movements is sliding towards South (Guarneri,2003). Due to the influence of many parts of the African Continent, expecially the Northern side, the political basin is now the Mediterranean area. The demographic dimension of the European Union (also if we include the new 10 countries just entering) is stabilized while the Arab countries as well as the Central Africa countries are growing and some of them growing very fast. The demographic imbalance linked with the economic and social differential is creating the pushing force from the less developped countries to Europe (Moretti, 2002). About all the European nations are in the final stage of the demographic transition process: they do not grow any more (or they register a very modest increase). The African countries are characterized, on the contrary, with high reproductive rates since they are in the middle stage of the demographic transition model, where birth rates are high while mortality rates are low.

Table 3 – Population in some parts of the world (in thousands)

Regions
20-39 years of age
20-59 years of age


1980
2020
Difference (%)
1980
2020
Difference (%)

Europe
200,158
178,901
- 10.6
372,176
383,637
+ 3.1

European Union
99,909
86,961
- 13.0
185,467
194,975
+ 5.1

Africa
125,047
380,697
+ 204.4
186,176
560,835
+ 201.2

Cina
294,188
411,551
+ 39.9
462,167
844,418
+ 82.7

India
196,219
424,583
+ 116.4
307,427
717,709
+ 133.5

World
1,278,102
2,275,095
+ 78.0
2,047,136
4,060,346
+ 98.3

Source: A.Golini, 2000

The above Tab.3 is very indicative of the demographic differences between Europe and some symptomatic other parts of the world. In the forty years that are separating 1980 from 2020, the world population in the age span 20-39 will increase in 78%. This is the average, but is the consequence of very differentiated situation in the diverse part of the globe: in Europe ( and more in the European Union) we will register a drop while in Africa people entered in the job market will triple (+204%). This extraordinary increase of the African continent has no similar equals in other big countries like Cina and India where the increase rate is big but more contained.

It is interesting to examine the second section of the Table 3, concerning  the population in the age span 20-59 years. In Europe (and in the European Union) while the 20-39 span is decreasing, that of 20-59 years is increasing. This is the consequence of the ageing process that involves also the working ages. The new workforces (the young people) due to the low birth rates of the recent past are diminishing. The older workers are rapidly improving and in the average the population between 20 and 59 years of age will slightly increase. The African countries are very young and the younger size of the population is rapidly evolving due to the high reproduction rate. The older section of the workforces is not so conditioning and the result is that no big differences stand in the behaviour of the 20-39 years span comparing with 20-59 age class (+204.4 and +201.2 respectively).

In Cina, as for the demographic policy (one child for each family) performed in the recent years by the Government the aging process is advisable: the age 20-59 will increase of  82.7% and the 20-39 years will increase “only” of 39,9%. In India no significative demographic policy is still performed and the growing rate is quite parallel in the two classes of ages (+116.4 for 20-39, +133.5 for 20-59 years)

2 – The demographic structure in the Mediterranean Basin

In the following table 4 data concerning the population of the different seashores of the Mediterranean basin are reported, in the first section are reported statistics regarding the ‘90s while in the second one projected to 2020 quantitative information are indicated.

Table 4 – Population in the different shores of the Mediterranean basin

Country
Area kmqx1000
1990
2020*



Population (million inhabitants)
Population share

(%)
Density

inhab./kmq
Population million inhabitants
Population share

(%)
Density

inhab/kmq

Portugal
92
9.899
2.6
108
9.928
1.8
108

Spain
505
39.303
10.4
78
40.729
7.6
81

France
547
56.735
15.0
104
62.569
11.6
114

Italy
301
56.719
15.0
188
53.744
10.0
179

Former Yugoslav (Macedonia)
256
1.909
0.5
7
2.193
0.4
9

Albania
29
3.289
0.9
113
3.704
0.7
128

Greece
132
10.106
2.7
77
10.804
2.0
82

Malta
6
0.360
0.1
60
0.423
..
71

Northern Shore
1868
178.320
47.2
95
184.094
34.1
99

Turkey
781
57.593
15.2
74
92.962
17.2
119

Syrian Arab Rep.
185
12.717
3.4
69
28.629
5.3
155

Lebanon
10
2.712
0.7
271
4.555
0.8
455

Israel
21
4.514
1.2
215
8.699
1.6
414

Jordan
98
3.254
0.9
33
8.710
1.6
89

Cyprus
9
0.691
0.2
77
0.890
0.2
99

Eastern Shore
1104
81.481
21.6
74
144.445
26.7
131

Egypt
1001
55.768
14.8
56
105.002
19.4
105

Lybian Arab Jam.
1760
4.306
1.1
2
8.236
1.5
5

Tunisia
164
8.207
2.2
50
12.237
2.3
75

Algeria
2382
25.017
6.6
11
44.620
8.3
19

Morocco
447
24.564
6.5
55
41.318
7.7
92

Southern Shore
5754
117.862
31.2
21
211.413
39.2
37

Total Area
8726
377.663
100.0
43
539.952
100.0
62

Source: United Nation: World Population Prospects. The 2002 Revision

* Based on the constant-fertility and zero international migration variant

The gravitating population in the whole Mediterranean Basin amounted to 378 million of people at the end of the just passed century and will probably (as for the evaluation of the U.N.) reach 540 million after thirty years. But the different shores have different dynamics since the countries belonging to the Europe will grow of only 6 million while the other countries in the basin increase of 157 million. In the European Union countries the increase will be reduced in Portugal, Spain, Greece, Malta, Albania, Macedonia. A more significative grow is preview for France and an important decline for Italy where, as the U.N. say, there will a loss of 3 million in 30 years.

On the contrary, all Arab countries in the southern and eastern shore will register significant rise. Egypt, in 2020, overcomes 100 million and Turkey will come near such figure. If these two States are and will be the most populated in the area, others, having a reduced dimension with respect to this two, have more rapid growth such the Syriam Arab Republic and the Jordan that will more than double their population. Very rapid increase is preview also for Israel, Egypt, Lybian Arab Jamahiriya where in the thirty years considered the percentage of escalation is quite close to double.

Table 5 – Increase in population of different shores in the Mediterranean basin

Shore
Population

(absolute values)
Population

(share)
Density

Northern shore
+ 5.774
-27.7
+ 4.2

Eastern shore
+ 62.964
+ 23.6
+ 77.0

Southern shore
+ 93551
+ 25.6
+ 76,2

Total area
+ 162.289
-
+ 44.2

Source of data: United Nation: World Population Prospects. The 2002 Revision

Table 5 indicates that the 162 million of increase in population is due to the Southern shore (57.6%) and the Eastern (38.8%). In other words, South and East of the basin will have the 96% of the responsability in the demographic espansion while the Europe part has only a participation of 3.5%. As consequence the share of the population in the Mediteranean area registers a decrease of the importance of the Northern shore (-27.7%) and an increase in the Eastern (+23.6) and in the Southern (+25.6%) shores.

If we take in consideration also the territory, the demographic increase will have effects on the density of population that shift from 43 inhabitants for every square chilometer to 62. The more populated area with respect to the territory is the Eastern shore where the density will reach 131 in the 2020. In the Europe side we are very close to 100 while the Southern shore has the less density with only 27 inhabitants in a square chilometer. The dynamic is profoundly different: the density is projected to increase of more 75% in the lower part of the basin and the increase is only of 4.2% in the North.

Not only the total amount and the dynamic of the population make the differences between the countries, also the characteristics and demographic behaviour are mainly differentiated inside the basin.  The crude birth rate (number of birth in a calendar year for every 1000 people), for example is around 10 in Europe and around the double in the other shores. Out of these average value are Albania and the Former Jugoslavian Republic (Macedonia) with, respectively, 19.9 and 14.7. In the Northern African part of Mediterranean Area only Cyprus is considerably out of the average (only 13.8). All the others are near 20 births for every 1000 inhabitants. Quite far from this average Jordan (30.9) and Syrian (29.6) are. In the Southern shore the mentioned countries seem to stay close to 25 than 20, excepted Tunisia (18.7).

Table 6 – Some demographic indicators in the Mediterranean countries

Countries
Crude birth rate
Crude death rate
Total fertility rate
Infant mortality rate

Portugal
11.3
10.6
1.46
7

Spain
9.5
8.8
1.19
6

France
12.6
9.3
1.76
6

Italy
9.2
10.4
1.21
6

Former Jugoslavia
14.7
8.2
1.92
18

Albania
19.9
5.4
2.43
28

Greece
9.5
10.0
1.30
7

Malta
12.3
7.8
1.86
8







Turkey
23.0
6.3
2.70
47

Syrian
29.6
4.2
3.82
27

Lebanon
20.4
5.5
2.29
20

Israel
21.5
6.3
2.94
6

Jordan
30.9
4.6
4.11
28

Cyprus
13.8
7.4
1.96
8







Egypt
27.0
6.7
3.51
49

Lybian Arab Jam.
23.2
4.2
3.43
24

Tunisia
18.7
5.5
2.32
28

Algeria
24.1
6.0
3.15
53

Morocco
24.4
6.6
3.00
52

Source: United Nation: World Population Prospects. The 2002 Revision


On the contrary, mortality in  the average is less in the South and in the East sectors of the Mediterranean basin. If in Europe countries are close to values like 10, in the African states the value are close to the half. The explanation of this trend is not in the general environmental (physical and social) factors that in general are worst  in the lower part of the Mediterranean Area but in the different age structure that we can  see in this part of the world with respect to the other sides of the basin. As matter of fact in Europe the population is more aged and there is a major probability to die while in the other countries the population, due to the higher level of reproductivity, is younger and less subject to mortality.


This statement seems in contrast with the figure reported in the last but one column of the table 6 where infant mortality rates are reported. The general sanitary conditions and the social environment are not yet developped like in Europe and the exogenous component of the infant mortality is still damage  the early childwood. The rates of 7/8 deaths in the first year of age with respect to 1000 livebirths are common in Europe. Such rates are much higher in the Southern and Eastern shores where they touch values seven/eight times the European standard as in Algeria or Egypt. This is true but the infant mortality has influence only on the first part of the life and it is nowaday reduced also in the countries we are speaking of. We cannot forget that in the past time the infant mortality rates were higher than 100 or 200, one over ten or over five newborns died before touching the first anniversary. After overcoming this initial obstacle, the populations are enough young and the risk to die are reduced if compared with  the European societies where the olds are more important and for such segment of the population the probability to die is higher.


Some final consideration on the total fertility rate to conclude the reproductive frame in the Mediterranean area. This statistical feature measures the number of children every woman had in her reproductive life. The substitutional level is conventionally fixed in 2.1 and represents the sufficient number of children to maintain the same number of people through the time. In European Union all the countries are very low to such level. The minimum is in Spain (1.19) and in Italy (1.21). Only in some Eastern country like the Former Jugoslavia (1.92) and Albania (2.43) the rates are close or higher than the substitutional level. In the whole Southern and Eastern shores of the basin the TFR (total fertility rate)  is bigger or very bigger than the 2.1 conventional point. Near three kids per woman Turkey (2.70), Israel (2.94), Egypt (3.51), Lybian Arab Jam. (3.43), Algeria (3.15) are registered. Near the level of four children we can mention Syrian (3.82) and Jordan (4.11).


Both the crude birth rate and the total fertility rate underline that in the Southern and Eastern part of the Mediterranean basin populations have high reproductivity, are in the demographic transition phase, are young enough.


At last, in the table 7 we are reporting data concerning the life expectation for male and female and the values of the demographic dependency rates.

Table 7 – Ageing of Mediterranean population. 2000

Countries
Life expectation
Dependency rate


Male
Female
Total


Portugal
71.6
78.8
75.2
48

Spain
74.9
82.0
78.4
46

France
74.2
82.0
78.1
53

Italy
75.0
81.4
78.2
48

The Former Jugoslavia
70.6
74.8
72.7
48

Albania
69.9
75.9
72.8
55

Greece
75.2
80.4
77.8
48

Malta
74.9
79.7
77.3
48







Turkey
66.5
71.7
69.0
59

Syrian
69.4
71.6
70.5
75

Lebanon
71.1
74.1
72.6
58

Israel
76.3
80.2
78.3
62

Jordan
68.5
71.0
69.7
71

Cyprus
75.2
80.1
77.6
53







Egypt
65.2
69.0
67.0
69

Lybian Arab Jamahiriya
69.6
74.2
71.6
57

Tunisia
69.8
73.7
71.7
56

Algeria
66.6
69.3
67.9
65

Morocco
64.8
68.5
66.6
59


Source: United Nation: World Population Prospects. The 2002 Revision


The probability of surviving is close to 78 years of age in the mentioned European countries while in the Southern and Eastern shores is rather close to 70 years. The life expectation has its higher values in Spain (78.4), Italy (78.2), France (78.1). In the Southern part of the mediterranean area in the upper position of the ranking  Israel (78.3) is dominating, followed by Cyprus (77.6). Over 70 years are located Syrian (70,5), Lebanon (72.6), Lybian Arab Jam.(71.6), Tunisia (71.7). The lowest level of life expectance belong to Morocco (66.6).


The life expectancy is higher for female in every where. Women survive four, five,… years more than male. Differences are higher in the European countries where values of 7 years are recorded (like in Portugal, Spain, France and Italy). In the low Mediterranean seashores women life expectation overcome that of the male in only 3 or 4 years. Scholars explain such diversity both as a consequence of the standard of life (prolonging the span of the life), a genetical gender difference a different metabolysm depending the sex. And it is well known that the differences are higher as the number of years grows. Our data make confirmation of such tendency.


The dependency ratio makes the direct comparison between the non productive components of the society (the young and elders) and the productive part (adults). The values are contained in Europe since the youth presence is reduced if compared with that of the other Mediterranean countries. In the Southern shore they are oscillating between 50 and 70, in Europe between 45 and 55. The highest figure are in Syrian and in Jordan due to the influence of the younger section of the population. In fact these two countries have the highest total fertility rate.
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