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Newcomers’ integration in Canada in the light of their life world:
How are social representations and social experiences involved
in the immigration process?

Lilian Negura, University of Ottawa, Canada
https://Inegura.academia.edu

Our lecture is based on the observation that the social representations that are involved in the immigration
process are not created in a vacuum. As our research shows, those social representations are shaped by the
experience of immigrants in their country or by the communication of the real or imaginary experiences of other
immigrants (Negura, 2017). For Dubet (1994), social experience is defined by the logics of action that the social
actors are required to "combine and prioritize" (p.98) in order to constitute themselves as subjects. There are
three types of such logics: social integration, strategy and subjectivation.
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The social experience of immigrants refers to an accumulation of knowledge produced by their confrontation with
the system in their country and in the host country. The different logics of action that lead them to go through their
entire immigration process, thus contribute to their being as subjects. In the same time, the accumulation of the
lived experience (Jodelet, 2006; 2013) of situations in which the individual confronts the difficulties of social life
plays a crucial role in the construction of a practical and meaningful knowledge of objects relevant to their
immigration path. In our lecture, we will illustrate through the example of Canada that an understanding of
immigrant integration in the host country cannot be achieved without taking into account the experiences, feelings
and ideas that have accompanied the immigrant's encounter with the system during the process of integration,
strategic action or subjectivation (Negura, 2017).

If social integration of immigrants refers to the host country's system and their integration strategy to rational
adaptation to this system, then their subjectivation is related to the reality of their lifeworld (Habermas, 2015). The
system is the society as seen by immigrants from the outside. Represented by immigration policies, the system is
dictated by instrumental rationality and aim to preserve the existing social order. Deployed in a different register
than the public policies of the host country, immigrants’ actions are coordinated through meaning and
communication. The subjectivity of immigrants is therefore crucial to the integration of immigrants into the host
society. Even when immigration policies are considered effective, it is truly the lifeworld of immigrants that
validates their experience of settling in the host country.

Using our data, we will show how social representations act as an interface between system and lifeworld of
immigrants and are fueled by social experience. The latter comprises not only contact with the system, namely
social integration but also the experience of subjectivation, i.e. the affective and meaningful relationships that
people develop with people, objects and places that are associated with significant moments in their personal
history and that contribute to their constitution as persons (Negura, 2017). This explains the importance of
studying social representations in relation to the experience of individuals if we want to better understand the
integration of immigrants in a plural society (Berry, 2011). The results of the empirical investigations presented in
this lecture will be discussed in the light of contemporary social sciences theories of immigration.
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