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History of Concepts
The course offers a genuinely interdisciplinary program. Each major research domain is represented: (a)
introductory remarks on the history of ideas, concepts, problems, traditions, institutions; (b) review of methods of
the history of concepts and of (c) intellectual history and their applications. Students are expected to work towards
a thorough preparation and interdisciplinary training in intellectual history, which shall be the basis of their
placement in national and international frameworks dedicated to historic research, cultural administration, and
information management. The course will rely on the ILIESI-CNR databases, lexica, and archives at
http://www.iliesi.cnr.it. The ILIESI approach was born as a reaction to philosophical historiography of idealistic origin
with a decidedly speculative bent, which scorned the detailed study of the text and the consideration of a
philosopher's terminology.
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Obiettivi: For the ILIESI, the starting point in any research w as alw ays a philological analysis placed in the context of the history of philosophy, w ith as
few  metaphysical presuppositions as possible. The primary aim of the ILIESI is to elaborate instruments for reexamining philosophical texts related to
the making of Europe's intellectual identity. The basic idea is that linguistic signs are the privileged vehicle for the transmission of ideas and that the
investigation of lexica w ith their meaning shifts and hybridizations is the most effective tool for cultural history and for the history of languages in the
plasticity of their historical actuality.
Prerequisiti: Course Requirements and Evaluation The course requirements include the follow ing: class discussion and participation, and a f inal
examination to be f irst held on Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2012 and in the months to come.
Metodi didattici: Notes and Cautions The purpose of the papers is both for the student to demonstrate his/her comprehension of a philosophical topic
as it is presented in a philosophical text and for the student to engage in thoughtful and critical reflection upon that same topic. In order to fulf ill this
purpose, the student, after selecting one of the available topics, w ill f ind it necessary to consult secondary sources recommended by the instructor in
addition to the primary text (s) w hich are the object of study. But the student should bear in mind that the resulting paper is to embody his/her ow n
ideas and research and should focus on the primary text (s).
Frequenza: 

Metodi di valutazione: The course requirements include the follow ing: class discussion and participation, and a f inal examination to be f irst held on
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2012 and in the months to come.
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