
European Commission doubles down on Irish backstop 
Telegraph, 8 September 2019

The EU executive has confirmed its support for the Irish border backstop and warned that 

this is the only solution to prevent a hard border in Ireland after a no-deal Brexit, and thus the 

only way to safeguard the peace agreement. 

"The backstop provided for by the Withdrawal Agreement is the only solution identified 

that safeguards the Good Friday Agreement, ensures compliance with international law, and 

preserves the integrity of the internal single market,” the European Commission said on 

Wednesday. 

“A ‘no-deal' scenario on 1 November 2019, remains a possible, although undesirable, 

outcome," it added. 
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"The backstop provided for by the Withdrawal Agreement is the only solution identified that

safeguards the Good Friday Agreement, ensures compliance with international law obligations 

and preserves the integrity of the 1) ________ [single] market,” the EU executive said 2) 

________ Wednesday. The communication to all EU member 3) ________ and the EU 

institutions will put 4) ________ on Boris Johnson, who wants the backstop 5) ________ from 

any Brexit deal and is 6) ________ after the loss of his majority in 7) ________ last night.

The prime minister had 8) ________ that Britain was making progress in Brexit 9) 

________ with Brussels, thanks to the looming 10) ________ of a no deal on October 31. 

11) ________ the commission, which is handling talks 12) ________ behalf of the EU-27, 

said that the 13) ________ had failed to put forward any 14) ________ to the backstop, which 

would put the 15) ________ into a bare bones customs union 16) ________ the EU to prevent 

customs checks on 17) ________ and animals at the border. 

EU 18) ________ said that Britain had failed to put 19) ________ any concrete proposals on

the backstop. 20) ________ are at an impasse and Britain has 21) ________ but failed to 

deliver concrete proposals. 22) ________ meeting was held after it became clear 23) ________ 

negotiators could not guarantee any agreement 24) ________ pass in the House of Commons. 

President 25) ________ Macron and other leaders asked Boris 26) ________ at the G7 

summit in Biarritz “to 27) ________ us very concretely if there are 28) ________ he doesn’t 

like in the negotiations previously 29) ________. As of now, we have not received 30) 

________ on alternatives from the British.” 

A senior Number 10 figure insisted Britain was talking to EU leaders to secure a deal before

the Oct 31 Brexit deadline "despite the parliament's efforts to wreck the negotiation process." 
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