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  ABSTRACT: 

In the light of the a reassessment of what happened in some European states and their 

capitals (representing their main marketplaces) in a pre-industrial stage it can be seen that 

famines were not independent of the development of grain policies. This analysis will be 

conducted through the deepening of the Roman case that deserves particular attention for: a) 

the nature of its vertex (the pope was the spiritual leader of the Church but he was also head 

of a state); b)we have a number of factors and events that are similar and comparable to 

those of other larger states; c) the peculiar ecclesiastical state above all in the eighteenth 

century (the time frame which is enclosed in this analysis). 
 

Classification JEL: H4, H63, N, N5, N9, N53, N93 

Keywords: Famine – Papal State – Economic Policy – Economy - Finance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working Paper n° 84/2011 
 


