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For a long time, the violent destructions that mark the end of the Middle Bronze Age period throughout the southern Levant were to the 
expulsion of the Hyksos by the Egyptians or to later military activity of the early New Kingdom. However, recent radiocarbon results 
have challenged this chronology and questioned the common historical narrative. This paper sheds new light on the end of the Middle 
Bronze Age and presents the latest results of the excavations at Tel Lachish 

EGYPT AND THE LEVANT AT THE END OF THE MIDDLE BRONZE AGE: 
HYKSOS, CHRONOLOGY, AND THE EXPEDITION TO LACHISH  
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Felix Höflmayer studied Egyptology and Archaeology at the University of Vienna and joined the Austrian Academy of 
Sciences in 2006, working on his PhD in the framework of the SCIEM 2000 project, graduating in 2010. In 2009, he 
joined the Orient Department of the German Archaeological Institute, first in Amman (Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan) from 2009 to 2011, later in Berlin (2011 to 2013). From 2013 to 2015, he was the Post-Doctoral Fellow at 
the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. In 2015, he received an APART-Fellowship of the Austrian 
Academy of Sciences and returned to Vienna. In 2016, he was awarded the START-grant of the Austrian Science 
Fund (FWF) for “Tracing Transformations”. Felix teaches at the Institute of Old Testament Studies and Biblical 
Archaeology and the Institute of Oriental Studies at the University of Vienna. He also serves on the editorial board of 
the Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research. Together with Katharina Streit (Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem), he directs the Expedition to Lachish since 2017. 
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