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The 1821 Greek War of Independence was the first rebellion against the Ottoman 
Empire that was crowned with success, and at the same time it was the first uprising 
during the European Restoration that led to the creation of a modern state (1832).  

Several causes led to the uprising of the Greeks against the Sublime Porte in 1821, 
amongst which were the movement of neoclassicism, theorised in Rome by the 
archaeologist and art historian Johann Joachim Winckelmann and the painter and art 
theorist Anton Raphael Mengs; the intervention of Catherine the Great  in the 
Mediterranean during the 1770s, and the consequent Treaty of Kuchuk-Kainarji 
(1774) that greatly promoted Greek interests and favoured the further spread and 
strengthening of the diaspora throughout Europe; and the formation of a Greek 
national consciousness under modern terms, under the influence of both the ideals of 
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the Enlightenment and the French Revolution, and the work of Greek and European 
scholars.  

During the second half of the 18th century, these significant historico-political 
and cultural developments not only did not go unnoticed by the European society of 
the time, but they also gave rise to the formation of the Philhellenic movement, 
which in the first half of the 19th century had a major impact in Europe and part of 
the American continent. 

Particularly in Italy, the geographical proximity, the long-lasting contact and 
coexistence between Italians and Greeks, the Napoleonic wars, the consequences of 
the Congress of Vienna in 1815, as well as a series of other social, political and 
cultural conditions prevailing at the time in the Italian peninsula were the reasons 
why the Philhellenic movement enjoyed great popularity and rapid dissemination.  
During the first decades of the 19th century and mainly from 1821 onwards, the 
movement became a common reference point among many Italian intellectuals, 
artists, writers, historians and politicians. Furthermore, in many cases the Greek War 
of Independence triggered heated debates that seem to have played an important role 
in the rapprochement between the Italian states and to have influenced the process of 
political unification that led in 1861 to the establishment of the Kingdom of Italy. 

Literature, theatre, history, music, fine arts and folklore are just some of the areas 
where the Italian Philhellenic movement, through a multitude of works, has left its 
indelible mark by creating a cultural heritage that never concealed its political 
perspective and promoted a European thought that recognised the contribution of 
Greek culture in shaping a common European identity. 

For these reasons, the conference intends to highlight and study all aspects of the 
Italian Philhellenic movement related to the period of the preparation, the beginning, 
the events and the aftermath of the Greek War of Independence, especially those 
which illuminate the European perspective of the Greek 1821 Revolution. The 
subject of the conference is particularly offered for interdisciplinary, cultural and 
intercultural approaches that this scientific meeting wishes to promote and to which 
it wishes to give prominence. Part of the conference will be dedicated to the female 
voices of the Italian Philhellenic movement.  
 
The conference’s areas of interest are: 
 

1. Literature 
2. History 
3. Music 
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4. Theater  
5. Fine arts 
6. Political sciences 
7. Cultural studies 
8. Translation 
9. Comparative studies 
10. Gender studies. 

 
The conference will be held at the Sapienza University of Rome, and it aims to host 
original and unpublished high-level scientific papers that will be selected by 
members of the scientific committee using a double-blind peer review method. 
 
Interested parties are kindly requested to submit their paper proposals by the 30th of 
December 2020 to the following email address: convegno1821sapienza@gmail.com, 
under the subject “CONVEGNO 1821”. The attached proposal should include: 
 
1. Title  
2. A summary of a maximum of 1000 characters (in English)  
3. Language of the paper (Italian, Greek, or English)  
4. Name and surname  
5. Affiliation and position.  
 
The proceedings of the conference will be published. The Chair of Modern Greek 
Language and Literature is committed to partially cover the expenses of the 
conference speakers. 
 
 
HONORARY BUREAU MEMBERS 
 
President 
Romano Prodi, President of the Foundation for Worldwide Cooperation 
 
Members 
Εugenio Gaudio, Chancellor of the Sapienza University of Rome 
Roberto Antonelli, Vice President of the National Lincean Academy 
Maria Christina Chatziioannou, Director of the Institute of Historical Research of the 
National Hellenic Research Foundation  
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Mario Vitti, Emeritus Professor of the University of Tuscia 
Vincenzo Rotolo, Emeritus Professor of the University of Palermo 
Louis Godart, Corresponding Member of the Academy of Athens 
Ioannis Manos, Advisor of the National Bank of Greece 
 
 
 
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 
 
President 
Antonello Folco Biagini, Roma Sapienza Foundation 
 
Scientific Coordinator 
Christos Bintoudis, Sapienza University of Rome 
 
Members 
Francesca Bernardini, Sapienza University of Rome 
Luciano Canfora,  Emeritus Professor, Aldo Moro University of Bari 
Maria Caracausi, University of Palermo 
Caterina Carpinato, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice 
Dimitris Dimitropoulos, National Hellenic Research Foundation, Athens 
Franco D’Intino, Sapienza University of Rome 
Evripidis Garantoudis, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens 
Maurizio Isabella, Queen Mary University of London  
Amalia Kolonia, University of Milan 
Renata Lavagnini, University of Palermo 
Antonis Liakos, Emeritus Professor, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens  
Lambros Liavas, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens  
Giuseppe Massara, Sapienza University of Rome 
Paola Maria Minucci, Sapienza University of Rome 
Mario Morcellini, Sapienza University of Rome 
Massimo Peri, Professor Emeritus, University of Padova 
Alexis Politis, Professor Emeritus, University of Crete 
Walter Puchner, Emeritus Professor, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens 
Arianna Punzi, Sapienza University of Rome 
Maria Serena Sapegno, Sapienza University of Rome 
Ayse Saracgil, University of Florence 
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Carla Subrizi, Sapienza University of Rome 
Katerina Tiktopoulou, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 
Luigi Trenti, University for Foreigners of Siena 
Konstantina Zanou, Columbia University  
 
 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
 
President 
Christos Bintoudis: mpintoudis@gmail.com 
 
Coordinator 
Francesca Zaccone: cattedraneogreco@uniroma1.it  
 
 
 
Important dates and information 
 

• Submission of proposals deadline: 30th of December 2020 
• Notice of acceptance: 30th of January 2021 
• Conference: 9–11 November 2021 
• Venue: Sapienza University of Rome 
• Languages and paper duration: Italian, Greek, English / 20 min. 

 
 
Secretary  
 
Orietta Boldrini  
Alessandro Filippetti  
Antonella Fulli  
Alessio Scrivano  
Alessandro Taddei  
 
 
Technical support 
 
Giovanni Imperi  
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Email: cattedraneogreco@uniroma1.it 
 
 
Communication with the Chair of Modern Greek Language and Literature 
 
Christos Bintoudis  
 
Email: mpintoudis@gmail.com 
 
Address: 
 
Cattedra di Lingua e Letteratura Neogreca 
Dipartimento di Studi Europei, Americani e Interculturali 
Edificio “Marco Polo”, Piano II, Stanza 206 
Circonvallazione Tiburtina 4 
00159 – Roma 
Italia 
 
 
 
 

 
For the Organizing Committee 
 
 
Christos Bintoudis 
 
Associate Professor of Modern Greek Language and Literature 
Department of European, American and Intercultural Studies 
Sapienza University of Rome 


