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Curriculum Vitae 
Personal information 
First name(s) / Surname(s) Sara Pietracupa 

Nationality 

Date of birth 

Gender 

 Occupational field Neurology 

 Education and training 

 Membership 

Courses and Certifications 

25/02/2019 PhD in Experimental Neurosciences with a votation of very good cum laude 

Since October 2014 to September 2015 
Visiting researcher at Imperial College London 
Neurology Imaging Unit. Centre for Neuroinflammation and Neurodegeneration 
Hammersmith Hospital Campus 
Supervisor: Prof. Paola Piccini 

27/05/2015 Specialization in Neurology, Sapienza University of Rome with a votation of 70/70 cum 
laude 

23/07/2009 Medical Degree, Medical School, Sapienza University of Rome with a votation of 110/110 
cum laude 

January-July 2008 Erasmus student University of Antwerp (Belgium) 

Member of Euro-HD (European Huntington’s Disease Network) 
LIMPE- DISMOV 
Movement Disorders Society 

General Medical Council full registration since November 2014 

Radiation Protection Course 8th October 2014 Imperial College London 

Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2000 IR(ME)R Course 20th November 2014 
Imperial College London 

Good clinical practise course October 2014 Imperial College London 
 

Mother tongue(s) Italian 
 

Other language(s) English, Spanish 



Page 2/5 - Curriculum vitae of  
Surname(s) First name(s)  

For more information on Europass go to http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu 
© European Union, 2004-2010   24082010 

Scientific pubblications 

1)White matter rather than gray matter damage characterizes essential tremor.

Pietracupa S, Bologna M, Bharti K, Pasqua G, Tommasin S, Elifani F, Paparella G, Petsas N, Grillea G, 

Berardelli A, Pantano P. Eur Radiol. 2019 May 28. 

2)Aberrant functional connectivity in patients with Parkinson's disease and freezing of gait: a

within- and between-network analysis. 

Bharti K, Suppa A, Pietracupa S, Upadhyay N, Giannì C, Leodori G, Di Biasio F, Modugno N, Petsas N, 

Grillea G, Zampogna A, Berardelli A, Pantano P. Brain Imaging Behav. 2019 Mar 19.  

3) Abnormal Cerebellar Connectivity Patterns in Patients with Parkinson's Disease and Freezing of

Gait. 

Barthi K, Suppa A, Pietracupa S, Upadhyay N, Giannì C, Leodori G, Di Biasio F, Modugno N, Petsas 

N, Grillea G, Zampogna A, Berardelli A, Pantano P. Cerebellum 2018. Nov 3.  

4) Iron metabolism and its detection through MRI in parkinsonian disorders: a systematic review.

Pietracupa S, Martin-Bastida A, Piccini P. Neurol Sci. 2017 Dec;38(12):2095-2101. 

5) Freezing of gait in Parkinson's disease: gray and white matter abnormalities.

Pietracupa S, Suppa A, Upadhyay N, Giannì C, Grillea G, Leodori G, Modugno N, Di Biasio F, Zampogna 

 A, Colonnese C, Berardelli A, Pantano P. J Neurol. 2017 Nov 11. 

6) The relationship between pain and motor and non-motor symptoms in Parkinson’s disease.

Defazio G; Antonini A; Tinazzi M; Gigante AF; Pietracupa S; Pellicciari R; Bloise M; Bacchin R; Marcante, 

A; Fabbrini G; Berardelli A. Eur J Neurol. 2017 Jul;24(7):974-980 

7) Neuromelanin in parkinsonian disorders: an update.

Martin-Bastida A, Pietracupa S, Piccini P. Int J Neurosci. 2017 May 11:1-8. 

8) Abnormal Salivary Total and Oligomeric Alpha-Synuclein in Parkinson's Disease.

Vivacqua G, Latorre A, Suppa A, Nardi M, Pietracupa S, Mancinelli R, Fabbrini G, Colosimo C, Gaudio E, 

Berardelli A. PLoS One. 2016 Mar 24;11(3). 

9) Scales for hyperkinetic disorders: A systematic review.

Pietracupa S, Bruno E, Cavanna AE, Falla  

M, Zappia M, Colosimo C. J Neurol Sci. 2015 Nov 15;358(1-2):9-21. 

10) Clinical variables associated with treatment changes in Parkinson's disease: results from the

longitudinal phase of the REASON study. 

Abbruzzese G, Barone P, Ceravolo R, Fabbrini G, Lessi P, Ori A, Simoni L, Tinazzi M, Antonini A. Neurol 

Sci. 2015 Jan 7. 

11) Parkinsonian patients and poor self awereness of dyskinesias.

Pietracupa S., Latorre A., Berardelli A., Fabbrini G. Front Neurolo. 2014 Mar 20;5:32. 
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12) Reasons driving treatment modification in Parkinson's disease: results from the cross-

sectional phase of the REASON study. 

Tinazzi M, Abbruzzese G, Antonini A, Ceravolo R, Fabbrini G, Lessi P, Barone P; REASON Study Group.  

Parkinsonism Relat Disord. 2013 Dec;19(12):1130-5.  

13)Poor self-awareness of levodopa-induced dyskinesias in Parkinson's disease: clinical features 

and mechanisms. 

Pietracupa S, Fasano A, Fabbrini G, Sarchioto M, Bloise M, Latorre A, Altieri M, Bologna M, Berardelli A. 

Parkinsonism Relat Disord. 2013 Nov;19(11):1004-8. 

14)Adherence to anti-Parkinson drug therapy in the "REASON" sample of Italian patients with

Parkinson's disease: the linguistic validation of the Italian version of the "Morisky Medical 

Adherence Scale-8 items". 

Fabbrini G, Abbruzzese G, Barone P, Antonini A, Tinazzi M, Castegnaro G, Rizzoli S, Morisky DE, Lessi 

P, Ceravolo R; REASON study group. Neurol Sci. 2013 Nov;34(11):2015-22.  

15)Neuropsychology, neuroimaging or motor phenotype in diagnosis of Parkinson's disease-

dementia: which matters most? 

Di Biasio F, Vanacore N, Fasano A, Modugno N, Gandolfi B, Lena F, Grillea G, Pietracupa S, Caranci G, 

Ruggieri S. J Neural Transm. 2012 May;119(5):597-604.  

16)Serotonin toxicity: a short review of the literature and two case reports involving citalopram.

Talarico G, Tosto G, Pietracupa S, Piacentini E, Canevelli M, Lenzi GL, Bruno G. Neurol Sci. 2011 

Jun;32(3):507-9. . 

17)The London APP mutation (Val717Ile) associated with early shifting abilities and behavioral

changes in two Italian families with early-onset Alzheimer's disease. 

Talarico G, Piscopo P, Gasparini M, Salati E, Pignatelli M, Pietracupa S, Malvezzi-Campeggi L, Crestini 

A, Boschi S, Lenzi GL, Confaloni A, Bruno G. Dement Geriatr Cogn Disord. 2010;29(6):484 

18) D-aspartate activates mGlu receptors coupled to polyphosphoinositide hydrolysis in neonate

rat brain slices. Molinaro G, Pietracupa S, Di Menna L, Pescatori L, Usiello A, Battaglia G, Nicoletti F, 

Bruno V. Neurosci Lett. 2010 Jul 12;478(3):128-30 

19) The role of autophagy: what can be learned from the genetic forms of amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis. 

Pasquali L, Ruffoli R, Fulceri F, Pietracupa S, Siciliano G, Paparelli A, Fornai F. CNS Neurol Disord Drug 
Targets. 2010 Jul;9(3):268-78. 

20) Clinical trials for neuroprotection in ALS. Siciliano G, Carlesi C, Pasquali L, Piazza S, Pietracupa

S, Fornai F, Ruggieri S, Murri L. CNS Neurol Disord Drug Targets. 2010 Jul;9(3):305-13 




