
Silvia Soncin 

01/04/2021 – CURRENT – Rome, Italy 
POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH ASSOCIATE – SAPIENZA UNIVERSITÀ DI ROMA 

Post-Doctoral Research Associate for the ERC funded project "Making Ancestors: The Politics of Death in
Prehistoric Europe". The role involves the stable isotope analysis of human and animal archaeological
remains to explore dietary habits and mobility of past human communities.

01/01/2020 – 30/04/2020 – York, United Kingdom 
GRADUATE TEACHING ASSISTANT – UNIVERSITY OF YORK 

Laboratory assistant for the undergraduate practical module "Biomolecular Archaeology".

01/01/2018 – 30/04/2020 – York, United Kingdom 
GRADUATE TEACHING ASSISTANT – UNIVERSITY OF YORK 

For the undergraduate module "Introduction to Archaeological Science": tutor in 4 1-hour workshops of
around 30 first year students to help them critique academic articles; marking of formative and summative
critiques. Liaise with staff and module organiser for in-class delivery and feedback regarding VLE tests and
activities.

01/04/2018 – 31/07/2019 – York, United Kingdom 
RESEARCH TECHNICIAN – UNIVERSITY OF YORK 

Technitian in Stable Isotope analysis of animal and human collagen and ZooArchaeology by Mass
Spectrometry (ZooMS) technique.

01/05/2019 – 30/06/2019 – Nottingham, United Kingdom 
RESEARCH EMPLOYABILITY PROJECT – NOTTINGHAM TRENT UNIVERSITY 

Application of Scanning Electron Microscopy coupled with Energy Dispersive X-ray Spectroscopy (SEM-EDX),
Inductively Coupled Plasma Optical Emission Spectroscopy (ICP OES), and carbon and nitrogen stable
isotope analysis (EA-IRMS) for the analysis of modern animal and human hair. Placement awarded by
WRoCAH. Supervisor for the project: Dr Muriel Funck.

01/05/2017 – 30/06/2017 – Rome, Italy 
RESEARCH ASSISTANT – SAPIENZA UNIVERSITÀ DI ROMA 

Assistance with laboratory work (collagen extraction protocols).

01/01/2016 – 31/12/2016 – Rome, Italy 
LABORATORY ACTIVITY FOR THE EXCELLENCE CAREER’S PROJECT – SAPIENZA UNIVERSITÀ DI
ROMA 

Stable Isotopes analyses on human and animal bones about diet and mobility studies on ancient
populations.

01/01/2013 – 31/12/2015 – Rome, Italy 
PAID INTERNSHIP AT ANTHROPOLOGY MUSEUM ’GIUSEPPE SERGI’ – SAPIENZA UNIVERSITÀ DI
ROMA 

WORK EXPERIENCE



Supporting role in guiding tours in the museum, organizing and cataloguing materials in the laboratory.

01/11/2017 – 31/10/2021 – Wentworth Way, York, United Kingdom 
DOCTORATE OF PHILOSOPHY – University of York - Department of Archaeology 

Thesis: "Roman lifeways: high resolution reconstruction of diet at 79 AD Herculaneum through stable
isotope analysis of amino acids". In late August, 79 AD, the town of Herculaneum, Italy, was destroyed by
the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. Recently, over three hundred extraordinary well preserved human
skeletons have been recovered from the ancient Herculaneum seashore. This assemblage represents a
unique resource, a rare snapshot of a "living" population. My PhD investigates this unique assemblage
implementing one of the latest bioarchaeological techniques, the isotope analysis of amino acids, in order
to obtain unprecedented insights into dietary habits during the Imperial Roman time.

https://www.york.ac.uk/archaeology/people/research-students/soncin/  

01/10/2014 – 20/12/2016 – Piazzale Aldo Moro 5, Rome, Italy 
MSC IN SCIENCE FOR THE CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE
(LM-11) – Sapienza Università di Roma 

Main modules: Archaeomethry, Chemistry for the Cultural Heritage and electrochemical methods, chemical
and instrumental methods of dating, Geophysics, Experimental Archaeology, Human Paleobiology,
laboratory of Physics for the microclimate analysis, techniques for the environmental control and site
safety, degradation and conservation of non-metallic materials, degradation of pigments and metals,
laboratory of Museology, theory of architectural restoration.

Thesis: "Evidence of milk consumption in the Northern and Southern Middle Bronze Age Italy through a
proteomic analysis of human dental calculus". This thesis is the final report of the laboratory internship I
conducted at BioArCh, Department of Archaeology, University of York, UK. The research was directed to the
detection of -lactoglobulin, a marker of milk and dairy consumption. The presence of other relevant
peptides has been underlined. Protein extraction from calculus has been performed through GASP
methodology for LC-MS/MS analysis.

110/110 cum laude  

01/10/2010 – 20/12/2013 – Piazzale Aldo Moro 5, Rome, Italy 
BSC IN TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE CONSERVATION AND THE RESTORATION OF CULTURAL
HERITAGE (L-43) – Sapienza Università di Roma 

Main modules: Maths, Informatics, Inorganic Chemistry, Organic Chemistry, Chemistry for restoration and
conservation, laboratory of Chemistry for the conservation of arts materials, Physics, Physics
methodologies applied to the Cultural Heritage, plants and animal Biology, laboratory for the study of
organic materials, Mineralogy and Petrography, Laboratory for the study of stone materials, Archaeometry,
methodologies for the research in Archaology, basics of Environmental Science, materials in the arts, Law
and Economics of Cultural Heritage, Museology, Theory of Restoration.

Thesis: "Archaeometric characterization of pre-islamic pottery excavated in Banbhore, Pakistan". The Thesis
is the result of an archaeometric study on some potsherds by thick-section observation, X-ray fluorescence
(ED-XRF), Fiber Optics Reflectance Spectroscopy (FORS).

110/110 cum laude  

EDUCATION AND TRAINING



Mother tongue(s):  ITALIAN 

Other language(s):  

UNDERSTANDING SPEAKING WRITING

Listening Reading
Spoken

production
Spoken

interaction

ENGLISH C2 C2 C2 C2 C2

Levels: A1 and A2: Basic user; B1 and B2: Independent user; C1 and C2: Proficient user

Proficient User of Latex  Office Suite - Microsoft Office  R Programing  Very good use of statistical
sofware (OriginPro, PAST, SPSS, Kaleidagraph)  Very good use of graphic software (Adobe Illustrator,
CorelDRAW)  Very good use of the Microsoft Office Applications  Very good use of the Google suit 

Data From “A Biocodicological Analysis of the Medieval Library and Archive From Orval
Abbey, Belgium” 

http://doi.org/10.5334/joad.89 
https://openarchaeologydata.metajnl.com/articles/10.5334/joad.89/ – 2022 
Bethencourt, J.H., Palomo, I.R., Hickinbotham, S., Nair, B., Soncin, S., Dieu, M., Collins, M. and Deparis, O.,
2022. Data From “A Biocodicological Analysis of the Medieval Library and Archive From Orval Abbey,
Belgium”. Journal of Open Archaeology Data, 10.

High-resolution dietary reconstruction of victims of the 79 CE Vesuvius eruption at
Herculaneum by compound-specific isotope analysis 

DOI: 10.1126/sciadv.abg5791 
https://www.science.org/doi/epdf/10.1126/sciadv.abg5791 – 2021 
Soncin, S., Talbot, H.M., Fernandes, R., Harris, A., von Tersch, M., Robson, H.K., Bakker, J.K., Richter, K.K.,
Alexander, M., Ellis, S., Thompson, G., Amoretti, V., Osanna, M., Caso, M., Sirano, F., Fattore, L., Colonese, A.
C., Garnsey, P., Bondioli, L. and Craig, O. E. 2021. High-resolution dietary reconstruction of victims of the 79
CE Vesuvius eruption at Herculaneum by compound-specific isotope analysis. Science Advances, 7(35).

Stable isotope evidence for dietary diversification in the pre-Columbian Amazon 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-73540-z 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-73540-z – 2020 
Colonese, A.C., Winter, R., Brandi, R., Fossile, T., Fernandes, R., Soncin, S., McGrath, K., Von Tersch, M. and
Bandeira, A.M., 2020. Stable isotope evidence for dietary diversification in the pre-Columbian Amazon.
Scientific reports, 10(1), pp.1-11.

LANGUAGE SKILLS 

DIGITAL SKILLS 

PUBLICATIONS 



The Museum of Anthropology at the Sapienza University, Rome 

https://www.nuovamuseologia.it/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/NM_37_2_Manzi.pdf – 2017 
Soncin, S., Belli, M.L., Manzi, G. (2017). The Museum of Anthropology at the Sapienza University, Rome.
Nuova Museologia, 37, 8–14.

Diet and Health in Middle Bronze Age Italy: a metaproteomic analysis of human dental
calculus in two case-studies 

https://pure.mpg.de/rest/items/item_2452739/component/file_2452738/content 
Soncin, S., Hendy, J.R., Speller, C.F., Manzi, G. and Tafuri, M. (2016). Diet and Health in Middle Bronze Age
Italy: a metaproteomic analysis of human dental calculus in two case-studies. In: IMEKO International
Conference on Metrology for Archaeology and Cultural Heritage proceedings, Turin, Italy.
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