Dr. Gianfranco De Stefano
Neurologist, MD, PhD, FEBN

Education

2025- PhD in “Innovative Technologies in Diseases of Skeleton, Skin and oro-cranio-facial district”
(Neuroscientific curriculum) at Sapienza University, Rome, Italy.

My PhD Thesis, titled “Pathophysiological Mechanisms in Trigeminal Neuralgia - The Impact of Sex,
Neurovascular Compression, and Nerve Fibre Function” was defended in 2025 with a Final Grade
Excellent cum laude. My PhD Supervisor was Prof. Andrea Truini

2022- Fellow of the European Board of Neurology, European Board of Neurology
| passed the exam of the European Board of Neurology with the grade 92/100
2022- Specialty Training in Neurology at Sapienza University, Rome, Italy

| graduated in 2022 with a Final Grade 70/70 cum laude and a thesis titled “Disclosing Pain
Mechanisms in Trigeminal Neuralgia: New Evidence from Neuroimaging, Neurophysiology and
Psychophysiology” Supervisor: Prof. Andrea Truini

2017- Basic Life Support provider
Certified by the American Heart Association
2016- Master’s Degree in Medicine and Surgery at Sapienza University, Rome, Italy

| graduated in 2016 with a Final Grade 110/110 cum laude and a thesis titled “Alteration of
descending pain control systems in Fibromyalgia. A functional Neuroimaging Study”. Supervisor:
Prof. Giorgio Cruccu

Training Courses

2024 - Training for the Shipping of Category A, Infectious Substance Affecting Humans Category B,
Biological Substance, provided by Mayo Clinic Laboratories (USA)

2024- Course “Adult Neuroradiology Review Course” provided by Radiopaedia.org
2023- EAN Guideline Workshop, provided by the European Academy of Neurology (AT)
2022- Adult Standard Sheehan Disability Scale Training, provided by Harm Research Institute (USA)

2022- Adult Standard Sheehan Suicidality Tracking Scale 1/9/19 Training, provided by Harm
Research Institute (USA)

2022 - Course “Introduction to Good Clinical Practice” provided by the National Institute for Health
Research (UK)”

2021- Course “Pituitary Region” provided by Radiopaedia.org
2021- Course “Neuroradiology Update” provided by Radiopaedia.org

2021- Course “Imaging of Neurodegenerative Conditions” provided by Radiopaedia.org



2021- Course “Electroencephalography and Evoked Potentials” provided by the Italian Society for
Clinical Neurophysiology (IT)

2020 - 6'" Course “Degenerative Diseases of the Central Nervous System” provided by Italian
Neurological Society (IT)

2020 - 7th International Course on Drug Resistant Epilepsies provided by Bambino Gesu Children’s
Hospital IRCCS (IT), with the endorsement of International League against Epilepsy -Europe

2020 - Course “The Request of Neurological Competence in the Next Future” provided by Italian
Neurological Society (IT)

2020 - 15 Course “Update in Neurology” provided by Italian Neurological Society (IT)

Scientific and Medical Societies Membership

Board of Physicians, Surgeons, and Dentists of Rome. Member

Italian Association for Orofacial Pain (AIDOF). Counsellor

Italian Neurological Society (SIN). Member of the Scientific Panel on Pain

Italian Society for Clinical Neurophysiology (SINC). Member of the Scientific Panel on Pain
Neurophysiology

Italian Society for Study on Headaches (SISC). Member

European Academy of Neurology (EAN). Resident and Research Fellow Section Member. Member of
the Scientific Panel of Pain. SIN representative for the EAN Panel on Pain.

European Pain Federation (EFIC). Member
American Academy of Neurology (AAN). Member

International Association for the Study of Pain (IASP). Member

Clinical Experience
2024-ongoing. Neurologist at “San Camillo de Lellis Hospital” Rieti (IT)

2022-2025. Neurologist in charge of the Rehabilitation Clinic at “Associazione Laziale Motulesi”,
Rome (IT)

2017-2021 Resident in Neurology working in the Neurology Inpatients Unit, the Stroke Unit and
the Neurology Outpatients Unit at Policlinico Umberto I, Sapienza University, Rome (IT)

2014-2016 Medical student attending the Centre for Neuropathic Pain Centre at Policlinico
Umberto |, Sapienza University, Rome (IT)



Research Experience

2022- ongoing. Sub-investigator in Clinical Trial NOE-TGN-201 A Phase Il/Ill, multicentre, 8-week
run-in phase followed by a 12- week, prospective, parallel-group, double-blind, randomized
withdrawal, placebo-controlled study, with a 52 week open label extension, to evaluate the efficacy
and safety of daily 1.5 to 3.5 mg basimglurant in patients with pain associated with trigeminal
neuralgia with suboptimal response to their current anti-pain therapy ClinicalTrials.gov

ID NCT05217628

2022 - 2025. PhD student in “Innovative Technologies in Diseases of Skeleton, Skin and oro-cranio-
facial district” (Neuroscientific curriculum) at Sapienza University, Rome (IT).

2021-2022 Research Fellow at the Pain Relief Foundation, The Walton Centre NHS Foundation
Trust, Liverpool (UK)

2017-2021 Resident in Neurology working in the Neuropathic Pain Centre at Policlinico Umberto |,
Sapienza University, Rome (IT)

2014-2016 Medical student attending the Centre for Neuropathic Pain Centre at Policlinico
Umberto |, Sapienza University, Rome (IT)

Teaching Experience

2018- ongoing “Diseases of the Nervous System-B” Course for master’s degree in medicine and
surgery, Sapienza University of Rome (IT)

2022- Tutor for medical students, Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry, Sapienza University of Rome
(IT) Appointed by the Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry, Sapienza University of Rome

Lectures as Invited Speaker

2023 Neuroimaging, Neurophysiological and Psychophysiological Analysis of Concomitant
Continuous Pain in Trigeminal Neuralgia 9" Congress of the European Academy of Neurology,
Budapest 2023 — European Academy of Neurology (EAN)

2020 A case of rare small fibre neuropathy wrongly diagnosed as fibromyalgia Refresher course
“The request of Neurological Competence in next future” —Italian Neurological Society (SIN)

Awards and Honours

2024 - Best poster presented at the 54" Congress of Italian Neurological Society, Rome Awarded
by Italian Neurological Society for the poster “Vascular Compression in Trigeminal Neuralgia
discloses Trigeminal Root Somatotopic Organization”

2023 - Best poster presented at the 53 Congress of Italian Neurological Society, Naples Awarded
by Italian Neurological Society for the poster “Neuroimaging, Neurophysiological and
Psychophysiological Analysis of Concomitant Continuous Pain in Trigeminal Neuralgia”



2022 - Best poster presented at the 52" Congress of Italian Neurological Society, Milan Awarded
by Italian Neurological Society for the poster “Sensory phenotyping in Trigeminal Neuralgia with and
without concomitant continuous pain: insights into pathogenetic mechanisms”

2021 - Angela Vincent Award for Best Young Neurologist Investigator of the XXV World Congress
of Neurology 2021, Virtual Awarded by World Federation of Neurology

Bursaries and Grants as Principal Investigator

2024 - Research Starting Grant 2024 for the project “Looking for the neurovascular compression
fingerprint in Trigeminal Neuralgia” Value: 3000€ Sponsor: Sapienza University of Rome

2023 - Research Starting Grant 2023 for the project “Disclosing Trigeminal Root somatotopy
through Neuroimaging, Neurophysiological and Clinical analysis in Classical Trigeminal Neuralgia”
Value: 1200€ Sponsor: Sapienza University of Rome

2022 - Research Starting Grant 2022 for the project “Seeking peripheral nerve damage in Persistent
Idiopathic Facial Pain” Value: 1250€ Sponsor: Sapienza University of Rome

2021 - “Giuseppe Ayala” Bursary 2021 for the project "A Neuroimaging Study of Trigeminal Root
and Somatosensory System in patients with Classical Trigeminal Neuralgia" Value: 2800€ Sponsor:
Sapienza Foundation

2021 - Research Starting Grant 2021 for the project “Assessing anatomical and functional damage
of the Somatosensory system in Classical Trigeminal Neuralgia” Value: 2000€ Sponsor: Sapienza
University of Rome

2020 - Research Training Fellowship 2021 for a Research Fellowship at The Pain Relief Foundation,
The Walton Centre NHS Foundation Trust, Liverpool (UK) with the project " A combined Quantitative
Sensory Testing and Neuroimaging Study in Trigeminal Neuralgia with and without concomitant
continuous pain: insights into pathogenetic mechanisms” Value: 16000€ Sponsor: European Academy
of Neurology

2017 - Ebinprof Bursary for Best Students Graduated in 2016 Third Place. Value: 3000€. Sponsor:
Ebinprof

Grants as Co-Investigator

2023 - Medium size Research Projects 2023 for the project “Unravelling Orofacial Pain
Mechanisms” Principal Investigator: Prof. A Truini Value: 10600€ Sponsor: Sapienza University of
Rome

2022 - Medium size Research Projects 2022 for the project “SARS-COV2 Vaccination in patients HIV-
positive” Principal Investigator: Prof. M Lichtner Value: 12500€ Sponsor: Sapienza University of Rome

2021- IASP Collaborative Research Grant for the project “Disclosing pain mechanisms in trigeminal
neuralgia” Principal Investigator: Dr G Di Stefano Value: 150005 Sponsor: International Association
for the Study of Pain (IASP)

2021 - Small size Research Projects 2021 for the project “Pain mechanisms in trigeminal neuralgia”
Principal Investigator: Dr G Di Stefano Value: 3500€ Sponsor: Sapienza University of Rome



2020 — Medium size Research Projects 2020 for the project “Unravelling the role of small-fibre
damage in patients with fibromyalgia” Principal Investigator: Prof. A Truini Value: 10500€ Sponsor:
Sapienza University of Rome

2019 — Medium size Research Projects 2019 for the project “Impact of neurovascular compression in
classical trigeminal neuralgia” Principal Investigator: Prof. G Cruccu Value: 11000€ Sponsor: Sapienza
University of Rome

Publications
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06923-5. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 37436558.

De Stefano G, Pulitano P, Di Bonaventura C, Zuliani L, Morano A. Anti-LGl1 encephalitis: A
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10.1016/].jneuroim.2023.578084. Epub 2023 Apr 5. PMID: 37037125
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Textbooks

Chapter 19 “A lightining in the face”. Truini A, De Stefano G. In: Attal N, Bouhassira D,
editors. Neuropathic Pain. Oxford University Press. Feb 2023. DOI:
10.1093/med/9780197616345.003.0019

Chapter 5 “General approach to diagnosis and assessment of the facial pain patient”.
Zakrzewska J, Nurmikko T, Hodaie M, Davis KD, De Stefano G, Truini A. In: Zakrzewska J,
Nurmikko T, editors. Trigeminal Neuralgia and Other Cranial Neuralgias: A Practical
Personalised Holistic Approach. Oxford University Press. Dec 2021. DOI:
10.1093/med/9780198871606.003.0005



