
Elnaz  Behnam Kia

PhD, Architect & Urban Designer 

PERSONAL INFORMATION

CURRICULUM VITAE
EUROPASS

Research interests 

Current Role

Content of

 the Curriculum Vitae

Architecture and urban design: environmental design,sustainable urban 

regeneration and adaptive reuse

Urban Planning: understanding and the redefinition of the relationship 

between planning and the market and shifting the relationship towards 

a perceived mutually beneficial relationship, and the implication of this 

relationship on the conversion of inner city green areas. 

Researcher in the “Symbiotic Planning” research project, Cambridge 

University

Architect and urban designer in Areco srl, Fara in Sabina (RI), Italy

Education

Academic Experience and Research

Conference and Workshop

International Inter’University Networking

Honours and Awards

Publication

Paper and Research Presentation

Relevant Practice Experience

Skills and Competences
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P.3

P.5

P.6

P.6
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P.8

P.9
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Elnaz  Behnam Kia

PhD, Architect & Urban Designer 

Dec 2017

Sapienza University of Rome (Rome-Italy)

PhD. in “Environmental Design”

Department of Urban Planning, Design and Technology of Architecture 

(PDTA) | XXVII cycle

SSD ICAR 12 [16/12/2016]

Sustainable Urban Morphology for Improving Thermal Comfort in 

Public Open Spaces: a Strategy for an Integrated Modification and 

Sustainable Oriented Urban Regeneration in the Middle-East.

English

2013-2014

Vienna University of Technology (Vienna-Austria)

ERASMUS Visiting PhD Candidate

Visiting researcher in the Institute of Architecture and Design, Department 

of Building Physics and Human Ecology

Oct 2011

Sapienza University of Rome (Rome-Italy)

Master’s Degree in “Architecture - Architectural and Urban Design” 

Department of Architecture and Project (DiAP)    

Sustainable and Energy Requalification of Historic Neighbourhood of 

“Sarcheshmeh-Oudlajan” (Tehran-Iran)

Italian

 

Sept 2007

University of Tehran (Tehran-Iran) 

Master’s Degree in “Restoration and Revitalization of Historic Buildings 

and Urban Fabrics”

Requalification of Historic Neighbourhood of “Sarcheshmeh-Oudlajan” 

(Tehran-Iran)

Italian

Sep 2004

Higher Educational Center for Cultural Heritage (Tehran-Iran) 

Bachelor’s Degree in “Restoration and revitalization of Heritage 

Buildings”

Final project: Conservation and Restoration of the Persepolis Platform 

(Persepolis - Iran)

Persian

EDUCATION

Date

Institute

Certification/Diploma

Institute

Dissertation Title

Language

Date

Institute

Certification/Diploma

Position

Date

Institute

Certification/Diploma

Dissertation Title

Language

Date

Institute

Certification/Diploma

Dissertation Title

Language

Date

Institute

Certification/Diploma

Dissertation Title

Language
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Elnaz  Behnam Kia

PhD, Architect & Urban Designer 

2019 – Present

Symbiotic Planning Research Project

A comparative research project with three other researchers at University 

of Cambridge (Dr Katayoun Karampour)  University of Oxford (Dr Patricia 

Canales) and University of Lisbon (Dr Sonia Alvez).

Research associate

2012

Environmental regeneration of suburbs: case study of Monticelli, 

Ascoli Piceno.

Sapienza University of Rome, Department of DATA. This research activ-

ity has bees part of the PhD program in environmental design (Seminar 

III). The research has been divided in literature review,  national and in-

ternational case studies repertoire and urban and environmental anal-

ysis. It also was included as the preliminary work for the OSDOTTA 2012 

Summer Seminar, Ascoli Piceno, Case study: Monticelli neighbourhood 

in Ascoli Piceno. Scientific coordinator: Baiani S.

Research group member

2012

The Landscape of Rome - LE:NOTRE Landscape Forum, Conformation 

and transformation of the urban landscape in Rome

Sapienza University of Rome-Italy. This research activity has bees a 

part of the PhD program in environmental design (Seminar II).

It was included as the preliminary work for the preliminary documen-

tation and study of Landscape Le Notre Forum 2013. The research 

analysed the transformation of the landscape of Rome and it encom-

passed in four following areas: conformation of Roman landscape, 

the natural structure of Rome, Rome and its territory, and Roman 

landscape. Scientific coordinator:  F. Di Carlo

Research group member, Conteduca M. (coordinator), Antinori F., 

Behnam Kia E., Pllumbi D., “Configuration and transformations of the 

urban landscape in Rome”, in: Rome’s Landscape. LE:NOTRE Land-

scape Forum 2013, LE:NOTRE Landscape Monographs, Vienna, p. 71-

90, ISBN: 978-90-820558-1-8

2012

Enhancement of the Public Real-Estate Assets: models and procedures 

for the enhancement of real-estate assets to guarantee the environmen-

tal, social, technological and economic sustainability of the interven-

tions. The research aimed to understand  the mechanisms for converging 

the public real-estate assets adopted by the State Property Agency, and 

the roles of the actors and stakeholders involved in the process.

Sapienza University of Rome-Italy. This research activity has bees a 

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 

AND RESEARCH

 Participation in

the research projects

Date

Research project 

Institute

Position

Date

Research project 

Institute

Position

Date

Research project 

Institute

Position

Date

Research project 

Institute
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Elnaz  Behnam Kia

PhD, Architect & Urban Designer 

part of the PhD program in environmental design (Seminar I).  Literature 

review of Italian and international practices, repertoire of case studies, 

pre-feasibility study on one of the three case studies in the Piano delle 

Alienazioni e Valorizzazioni di Roma Capitale: EX Caserma Ruffo. Scien-

tific coordinator: E. Cangelli

Research group member

2004-2005

Persepolis Platform and It’s Structure, and the Irrigation Systems

Parse-Pasargadae Research Foundation (Iran) 

Research Assistant

2004 – 2005

Authenticity at the Heritage Sites

University of Tehran and Parse-Pasargadae Research Foundation (Iran) 

Research Assistant

2003 – 2004 

Earthquake Impact Assessments and Emergency Conservation Program

Bam Earthquake Emergency Reconstruction Committee (Iran)

Research Assistant, Member of Diagnostic Survey Team

Position

Date

Research project 

Institute

Position

Date

Research project 

Institute

Position

Date

Research project 

Institute

Position

Teaching experience

2020- Present

Workshop on Adaptive Reuse of Industrial Heritage: case of Khosravi 

Textile and Spinning Factory

Documentation and Conservation of buildings, sites and neighbour-

hoods of the Modern Movement Organization (DOCOMOMO Iran), Center 

of Excellence in Architectural Technology (CEAT) of University of Teh-

ran, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Polytechnic University of Milan

Lecturer and facilitator, Coordinator of the workshop Naderi H.

2017

Higher Educational Center for Cultural Heritage (Tehran-Iran) , Bachelor’s 

Degree in “Restoration and revitalization of Heritage Buildings”

Tutor, Lesson on environmental requalification of historic urban fab-

rics. Prof  Aminian A.

2015

Azad University of Tehran, Faculty of Architecture, Master’s Degree, 

Architecture- Revitalization of Historic Urban Fabrics

Tutor, Lesson on sustainability and regeneration of historic neigh-

bourhoods, Prof  Mokhtari E

2012-2013

Sapienza University of Rome  - Faculty of Architecture, Bachelor’s Degree 

in Technology of Architecture, Laboratory Architecture and Construction I

Tutor, Prof. Corsi F

Date

Institute

Position

Date

Institute

Position

Date

Institute

Position

Date

Institute

Position
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Elnaz  Behnam Kia

PhD, Architect & Urban Designer 

2020- Present

Workshop on Adaptive Reuse of Industrial Heritage: case of Khosravi 

Textile and Spinning Factory

Documentation and Conservation of buildings, sites and neighborhoods 

of the Modern Movement Orgnization (DOCOMOMO Iran), Center of Ex-

cellence in Architectural Technology (CEAT) of University of Tehran, 

Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Polytechnic University of Milan.

Member of the Scientific Advisory Board, facilitator and lecturer

2016

Workshop on Italian Practices on the Conservation of Historic Buildings

Seminar on the restoration and conservation practices of Prof. Arch. 

Enrico Da Gai and Studio Da Gai Architetti in Italy

Case studies: Palazzo Zuccari Roma (Rome), Palazzo Stroganoff (Rome), 

Villino Stroganoff (Rome), Nuova biblioteca Hertziana, Trinita dei Monti, 

Loggia di Maria Casimira di Polonia, Trinita dei Monti (Rome) and Mon-

umental Complex of S. Severa Caste (S. Marinella). Case of Khosravi 

Khorasan Textile and Spinning Factory

Higher Educational Center for Cultural Heritage (Tehran-Iran)

Member of the organising team and co-lecturer

2013

READY | Re-thinking Environmental and Architectural Design and 

TechnologY. OSDOTTA 2013 Summer Seminar, IX editio, Rome. 

Sapienza University of Rome, DIAP Department,  Scientific Coordinator: 

Prof. Arch. Eliana Cangelli

Member of the organising team and facilitator

Date

Workshop Title

Institute

Position

Date

Workshop Title

Institute

Position

Date

Workshop Title

Institute

Position

CONFERENCE AND 

WORKSHOP

Organisational experiences

2013

READY | Re-thinking Environmental and Architectural Design and TechnologY

OSDOTTA 2013 Summer Seminar, IX edition, Roma 19-20-21/09/2013. 

Participating universities: Politecnico di Milano University, Sapienza 

University of Rome, University of Naples Federico

Working group member of Sapienza University of Rome 

2012

Sul Costruito/Sul Costruibile, OSDOTTA 2012 Summer Seminar, VIII edi-

tion, Ascoli Piceno 20-21/09/2012. Participating universities: Cameri-

no,  University, Firenze University, Palermo University, Sapienza Uni-

versity of Rome.

Working group member of Sapienza University of Rome 

Date

Institute

Position

Date

Institute

Position

Participation
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Elnaz  Behnam Kia

PhD, Architect & Urban Designer 

2017

Between  Research Institute of Cultural Heritage and Tourism of Is-

lamic Republic of Iran and Higher Educational Center for Cultural 

Heritage and Department of Architecture at Roma Tre University and 

Department of Art History of University of Vienna, Austria. Exchange of 

researchers and teachers and students for short or long term projects 

and  exchange of knowledge and scientific issues

Organizer and facilitator with collaboration of PhD Arch. Aminian A

INTERNATIONAL INTER_

UNIVERSITY NETWORKING

Date

Institute

Field of Collaboration

Position

MoU

2013   

Erasmus Scholarship - Visiting PhD Candidate   

European Union (EU) student exchange ERASMUS programme, Vienna 

University of Technology (Vienna-Austria), Institute of Architecture and 

Design, Department of Building Physics and Human Ecology

Erasmus scholarship holder and Visiting PhD Candidate

2012    

IRDR Young Scientists Bursary

UCL Institute for Risk and Disaster Reduction

Awarded in order to present the research at the UCL conference on Urban 

Change in Iran on 8th-9th November 2012 (London-United Kingdom)

2006-2014

DiSCo, the Lazio Region scholarship

Scholarship holder

HONOURS AND AWARDS

Date

Institute

Position

Date

Institute

Position

Date

Institute

Position

Academic award

2017-2018

Rayzan House of Culture- Tehran(Iran)

The 2018 Agha Khan Award for Architecture | semi-finalist

Winner of 2A continental Architectural awards for Asia and Europe| 2017 

1st prize in Architecture and Construction Award | 2017 

Grand Memar Award | Honored |2017 

Rayzan House of Culture development manager, project coordinator 

and client representative

2016    

Zand Complex International Urban Design Competition-II Position 

Regeneration of the historic core of Shiraz - Zand Complex

Ministry of Roads & Urban Development Islamic Republic of Iran

Urban Designer and architect, international referee in the collaboration 

experience  of Studio Da Gai Architetti (Italy) and Studio Rahpoo (Iran)

Date

Project 

Institute

Position

Date

Project 

Institute

Position

Practice award

Memorandum of Understanding on Joint Research and Education  
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Elnaz  Behnam Kia

PhD, Architect & Urban Designer 

PUBLICATION 

2013

The Landscape of Rome - LE:NOTRE Landscape Forum

Sapienza University of Rome-Italy

Conformation and transformation of the urban landscape in Rome

http://www.le-notre.org/downloads/LENOTRE_3/llf_2013_pre-publi-

cation_files/Parte_3_EN_imm_small.pdf

2012

International Conference of Urban Change in Iran

University College London-United Kingdom, Conference proceedings 

Environmental Regeneration of the Historic Urban Fabric: a case study 

of “Sarcheshmeh-Oudlajan” a historic neighbourhood in Tehran

Behnam Kia E, Aminian A 

https://www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/dpu/silk-cities/Proceedings-10-02-2014.pdf

Date

Conference

Institute

Topic

Date

Conference

Institute

Topic

Forthcoming

Accepted abstract

Karampour K & Behnamkia E. Converging interests to protect urban 

greenery: case study of Tehran’s privately owned gardens, to be submitted 

to Planning Practice & Researc

Karampour K & Behnamkia E. Symbiotic Planning, Processes and Outcomes, 

case study of Tehran,  to be submitted to Planning Practice & Research

Karampour K, Behnamkia E, Alves S, Canelas P. Symbiotic Planning, Pro-

cesses and Outcomes, to be submitted to Planning Practice & Research

Aminian A, Behnam Kia E, Abtahi SE, Ariana S An Experimental Mod-

el-based Energy-oriented, Retrofit Solution in Alignment with Enterprise 

Architecture Planning Technologies, to be submitted to Planning Practice 

& Research

Published papers

1-2 July 2021

International Conference “Design in the Digital Age” to be held in Naples

La Società Italiana della Tecnologia dell’Architettura (SITdA)

An Experimental Model-based Energy-oriented, Retrofit Solution in 

Alignment with Enterprise Architecture Planning Technologies

Aminian A, Behnam Kia E, Abtahi S.E, Ariana S

November 2021

The 14th Conference of the International Forum on Urbanism

Delft University of Technology

Converging interests to protect urban greenery: case study of Teh-

ran’s privately owned gardens

Karampour K & Behnamkia E

Date

Conference

Institute

Topic

Date

Conference

Institute

Topic

7 | 11



Elnaz  Behnam Kia

PhD, Architect & Urban Designer 

PAPER AND RESEARCH 

PRESENTATION

8-10 September 2021

International Conference of The UK Ireland Planning Research Con-

ference Re-imagining the Planning Project

Newcastle University-United Kingdom

Converging interests to protect urban greenery case study of Teh-

ran’s privately owned gardens 

Research Presantation: Karampour K, Behnam Kia E

https://www.ncl.ac.uk/mediav8/apl/files/Full%20Conference%20

Programme.pdf

2012

International Conference of Urban Change in Iran - University Col-

lege London

University College London-United Kingdom

Environmental Regeneration of the Historic Urban Fabric: a case 

study of “Sarcheshmeh-Oudlajan” a historic neighbourhood in Tehran

Paper Presantation: Behnam Kia E, Aminan A

https://www.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/dpu/silk-cities/Proceed-

ings-10-02-2014 .pdf

Date

Conference

Institute

Topic

Date

Conference

Institute

Topic
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Elnaz  Behnam Kia

PhD, Architect & Urban Designer 

RELEVANT PRACTICE

EXPERIENCE

June 2021-Present

Studio di architettura AreCo in Fara in Sabina-Italy

Preliminary, definitive design, executive project, reporting, and pro-

ject coordinating of various residential and commercial building in 

Rieti province-Italy

Private sector

 Architect, urban designer. Collaboration with Arch Salvucci M, Vilas A

2011 – Present

Conam Studio-based in Tehran-Iran

Individual consultant delivering research, project identification, pre-

liminary, definitive design, executive project, reporting, and project 

coordinating of new residential building and reconstruction of exist-

ing building

Co-founder, Architect, urban designer and researcher

2020-2021

Landscape design and renovation of Villa in Zibadasht, Karaj, Iran

Area: m2.

Private sector

Architect, collaboration with PhD Arch. Aminian A

2019-2020

Preliminary, definitive design, executive project of 6 floor residential 

complex in Elahiye district, Tehran, Iran, Area: m2.

Private sector

Architect, collaboration with PhD Arch. Aminian A

2020

Landscape design of Villa in Karaj, Iran

Area: 1000m2.

Private sector

Architect, collaboration with PhD Arch. Aminian A

2018-2019

Renovation and interior design of apartment unit in Elahiye district, 

Tehran, Iran. Area: 180m2.

Private sector

Architect, interior designer,  collaboration with PhD Arch. Aminian A

2019-2020

Nazgol Oil Factory-kermanshah: providing a feasibility report for en-

vironmental improvement and design for enhancement of accessi-

bility and internal mobility system. 

Mahidasht Kermanshah Vegetable Oil Industry & Cultivate Complex  Company

Architect, urban designer, collaboration with PhD Arch Aminan Ata

Date

Project

Client

Position

Date

Project

Position

Date

Project

Client

Position

Date

Project

Client

Position

Date

Project

Client

Position

Date

Project

Client

Position

Date

Project

Client

Position
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Elnaz  Behnam Kia

PhD, Architect & Urban Designer 

2019

Textile factoriy of Chalus (Harirbafi), existing building performance 

assessment and sustainable adaptive reuse proposal

Ministry of Roads & Urban Development Islamic Republic of Iran

Collaboration with university of Chalus 

2015-2018   

Proposal for developing new cultural centers (named Rayzan House 

of Culture) and public spaces in Tehran (Iran)

Rayzan Group

Rayzan House development manager

2016-2017

Rayzan House of culture of Niyavaran (700m2)-Tehran (Iran)

Rayzan Group

Project coordinator and client representative

2015-2016

Studio Da Gai Architetti

Zandiye Complex

Architect and urban designer

2011                

ARCH.GEO studio rizzo srl (Italy)

Urban Requalification of Infernetto (RM)

Urban Designer

2004 – 2005      

Conservation, Restoration and Requalification of Marand Caravanserai 

East Azerbaijan Province, Iran. 

The Iran Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts, and Tourism Organization 

(ICHHTO)

Junior architect in Setavandsaz Consultants

2003 – 2004   

Impact Assessments and Emergency Conservations of Citadel of 

Bam after earthquake of 2003

Bam Earthquake Emergency Reconstruction Committee (Iran) 

Member of Diagnostic Survey Team

Date

Project

Client

Position

Date

Project

Client

Position

Date

Project

Client

Position

Date

Project

Client

Position

Date

Project

Client

Position

Date

Project

Client

Position

Date

Project

Institute

Position
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Elnaz  Behnam Kia

PhD, Architect & Urban Designer 

Persian

Understanding  Speaking           Writing

Listening | Reading  Spoken interaction | Spoken production

      

C2   C2      C2

C1   C1      C1

A2   A2      A2

Strong communication skills; charismatic speaker; multicultural in-

teraction; networking; proactive.

Resourceful; project management in professional practice, institu-

tional contexts and academia; fieldwork design and coordination; 

training and dissemination; problem solving; effective time manage-

ment.

AutoCAD 2012, 3-D Presentation and Sketch-Up, Autodesk Ecotect 

Analysis and ENVI-met; Adobe PhotoShop, Illustrator, InDesign and 

Acrobat Professional; Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Power Point and 

Outlook); Zoom; Microsoft Teams. Apple MAC OS X; Microsoft Win-

dows 10.

No

Reportage and architecture photography

SKILLS  AND COMPETENCES

Mother tongue

Other languages

Italian

English

Turkish

Social

Organisational

IT

Driving License

Additional

Documentazione integrativa e grafico-fotografica

Lo stesso si riserva di far pervenire, qualora fosse richiesto, tutta la 

documentazione che possa confermare la veridicità del presente 

curriculum.

Autorizza il trattamento dei dati personali contenuti nel curriculum 

vitae in base all’art. 13 del D. Lgs. 196/2003 e all’art. 13 del Regola-

mento UE 2016/679 relativo alla protezione delle persone fisiche con 

riguardo al trattamento dei dati personali.

Luogo,            Data,

ROMA      08.10.2021

                                                                                   Firma
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